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[ want something like this
[ am sorry to disturb you
[amina hurry

[ am lucky |

[ am happy

I am sick

I am hungry

am angry

I am thirsty

I am sleepy (dliowsy)
I am tired

I am busy

I am lost

I am late

[ should go

Leave me alone

[ Letus go

ustil ZdFone
Yol I T S curd
Un G

st P

Ut P

U

~ f A
Un i Ut
Uk
PRI

Ut I K5
Uy

un LS

e Snpd

&b tlgé

i G

S5

97 S s Jlgdid Faistuld Sacatdl ey 9
b
2
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I understand it A< oy 3
[ understand you U ll'fc.vt d/ < T &Ligj Gl
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It's still early gy ,IU" d Tseddh iy
[t's not my mistake e u.‘f UH‘ Urte d:!a:- wJ q..g ‘
It is an imprtant matter Ty ﬁj} 2:1
It's an accidental occul'i;;ﬁ;é": | _é ».-..l,&f Car JLL, oA 43!
This is all what I have gaf:._wdﬁu’j; P s j?\.li
This is what I want. Un D;Lp(j‘f-u.‘.' S o1,k
They missed the train - f@;{d)ful JLL.:JI(:.;J |
[ thank you Ut t'/l:l:ﬁ Ko Tue .*in.‘.f
Plcase ‘ (f,l/, ELES L
I apologize Uil iy 58
Good/ Okay < ._{nf‘ ot
Well/ All right < A (B
You are welcome A4 TJ;"’ JJ.. Sl
[ am sorry o AL St
Perhaps s ey
[ beg your pardon L l}gy Al aé .LL-‘WI .
I hope so 7 ' ¢,¢:‘1L,(gﬂé Uy j.'nT
Of course/ No doubt A at Y
Definitely fadt £5 :“i
Immediately s (51 U‘{' / NS .
As usual S s is”
Generally (s padl L
At least (fjl ( : ‘}3{{1 P
Absolutely not, not at all - u.‘?{ L :vU:\
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Any way , in any case
Just a minute

A little (rarely)

If necessary

Not so fast

Not since a long time
Iside by side

“[More and more

No one ¢ise

This and that

Very bad

(Extremely bad)

At last (finally)

Dn his way

On his way from

Eor each other

er person

To let

[For sale

[No problem

In fashion

How surprising is this?
Take notice |

Beware

Don't forget
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Go ! / proceed !
Give me

Talk to me
Show me

This will be fine
What

When

Where

‘Who

Why

Which

How

How much (How many)

What is this?

Sod
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s
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Do good ' ”rfﬂ‘i’-." uj}u‘}_;
Sit down, please "éj 4/; ! JJJ‘JbJ_;.b
Help me ._éu 6 el
Wait for me é S 2 G'de‘
FHurry up ..é Sue C,w*?
Follow me A %récﬁ' u‘“!
Guide me (’et&&b)%il’g Al ‘ w‘:‘;
Come in 5(3-1'_;,»'[ :};-3?
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(Times) tdg¥}
Night =y i
Morning fj ét_..aj 1
Evening e S
Midday ehlesT] J’.ng.&l S
Midnight e T S Zas
Day before yesterday (i) Ury el 33
Day after tomorrow G Ury aé 0
Century S _ 55
Every day s g)é Jf
Every week 3 C;:-«f Jf
Every month 0 {G-*‘ Jf
Every year JLa gt L ij
Daily Y oy
Weekly sz :;“:Lj
Monthly MY Lsﬂ"‘
Yearly <UL ‘;3“
Bimonthly 200047 LSJG*‘ i
Half- Yearly G G g i
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Days of the Week L)M:—;'ﬂfz ¢ “ﬁl ﬁg'
Monday Y, ‘_,-f Sj‘ (y
Tuesday Lﬁ:‘ ¢C ﬁ‘ <:y
Wednesday Py ;,L..U\j\ (“y
Thursday =1 : w‘:"-“ (,-y
Friday | -7 ed | ;-y
Saturday J':f; Ol (:y
Sunday A xeal (“f
On Monday Py AN - ‘_,..f‘*g‘t-c;zs b
On Tuesday Gl ‘ﬁ' eC‘bLf:M C; &
On Wednesday 0l wa ;.L;.;-j‘;’l Fa
On Thursday SIS Pt s (3
On Friday it il (5P
On Saturday 0Ll i WAy
On Sunday _ A3 u“:\-‘“ Y
In the morning o Zj C\:—-:‘J‘ o
During the day J )2 C:’j‘ e
Afternoon Py b %
In the evening ,(ru‘, gt;;.ﬁ o
At night Sl i
Yesterday (2NS u«a\‘ﬂa
Today ' i ]l
Tomorrow Cos T)g,K i

ATwo days ago e u*‘f A
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After three days 2L Uf ¢ ) Yo N
Last week 2 :35/‘; L;..atﬂ! CJL,{JJ! ¥
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In the current year JSdeunt” wiall 3
Last year J(/;.’Jf ~ it u_sT
Next year Jlos T u;uj\ il
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March o o
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Signs and Noticequ)?JJ’u:aLW élﬁmlg ébl&;l

lCautionf Beware!
}:2ware of the dog!

" {Push

Information/ Enquiry
|Private

’To the right

To the left

Road is closed
Danger

vlortal danger

Exit

Entrance

Pedestrians only
Wrong way

Closed for repair work
Admission free
Please ring the bell
Gentlemen

Ladies

For rent/ To let

Sold out

Keep away from the grass
[ Keep silence
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This water is not good | & u.'.‘U: 5'4 %G.L_ - uJi.U ¢J\..a}.r— nia
for drinking - Sllessby 3 s Lhats o 40
This is a prohibitted areal~ ~  -& & U’h ;’.&;/& ' ‘_,.,-J:J\ E_;....,
No smofeg ~ S P
Go to the right &/ i
Go to the left = ey & 55a G
Road is open , - Bi 2 ity :,..J}:J\
Road is closed - &l 99 . f,.afllé;...,
No photographs - Ced q._ﬂli é’_;.u
Don't touch - & l:,ff Jlj;j* é,iu
No crossing S O STIAY
JMi]itary area | |

HAERNE




e 107
13019 Eilogda
il 10§ ko gm
. o
Governments and Departments &' 731 u.'..ﬁ‘ }G
Empire b “))L‘ bl
Kingdom oG K
Imperialism =zl :45';[:
Republic T i Jﬁa}
Democracy It i Jhes
Emperor el _“,,}:L,.,i
King o Bk
President L4# _;u)
| High Commissioner. | /-’/JJ& 2L oy
High Commission L ! LU
Colony | L}:’b’ Sl
Decree, ordinance (g oy p
Parliament L2444 Sy
Council of ministers k4 51 s
Prime minister rﬁil_{j, 5t et
Ministry of Interior i ITEW ) 81 )
Ministry of Health =Sl B Gl 5515y
Ministry of Finance NPl Ui,
Ministry of Education (?-g =1 ‘C»).Jl 505 3
1Ministry of Defence ) L6 =shs CG.}M 5% 3

0]



oo 108 o et puanaidiuzad ped o

Ministry of Economy s\l sLaByl ;_,\JJ A

Ministry of Puli)lic Works df’u’f’s u.@',/ welosylen Als WA JLu\'!I ;)lj y
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Ministry of Justice s J.LJI Y sl

Ministry of Social Affairs Gl Lol ajj.ill & 3
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Numbers u/ EYHY
Zero f‘ ;‘w
One | \.{1 oy
Two 5 Ou
Three ¥4 5
Four y ‘{? 3,31
Five é L ik
Six g :;‘
Seven =l :..._,.
Eight 41 o
Nine J :&N
Ten s :rd"
Eleven ) J“lf iz it
Twelve o i m
Thirteen o ipEEg
Fourteen Ny H wj
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Sixteen Js i M
Seventeen 0 Ei
Eighteen 2] i
Nineteen Lf‘: | iz ;.._.._.
Twenty U 530k
Twenty one Lf{’ 6y he 3 3
{Twenty two s 83555 50l
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Twenty four
Twenty five
Twenty six
Twenty Seven

Twenty eight

Twenty nine

Thirty

Forty

Fifty

Sixty

Seventy

Eighty

Ninety

Hundred

Hundred and ten
Hundred and twenty
Hundred and thirty
Hundred and forty
Hundred and fifty
Hundred and sixty
Hundred and seventy
Hundred and eighty
Hundred and Ninety

Two hundred
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Three hundred i ‘“‘*5‘4
Four hundred ral ey
Five hundred i é,l; Gt |
Six hundred - ¥ \ﬁﬁ‘-:-;‘ :
Seven hundred el | mLuL—-
Eight hundred pa il Gt
Nine hundred v mL.JL...
One thousand HE ..g : il
One thousand and one hundred rliy L ey Cafl
Five thousand Az é& NI ills
Ten thousand V)95 OV EEs
Hundred thousand L Aliu
One million S Ry
First lky J3¥

_ Second l/,; d;\.f.i\
Third e LI
Fourth Wz &\jﬂ

|Fifth JigL Jeatii
|sixth % L
Seventh U9 i
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Thirtieth Uit 53 S

. -




B AR

e 112 . Jeid /44;:!%!3&14:/:1.1_:_:_,/._—,;1’. o
Forlicth | ulﬂg Ty
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Hundredth Ul 2%
Thousandth S YT
Once _.;./Hg :j;
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Thiice ek A
Four times 2 oA C’ Jf
Ten times vy ,___,G’, ;;__";
Hundred times 2y 5 a as
Double ol Cailan
Threefold U’(f: ;_,;Lh.a\ FH
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Tenfold s P 5k
Hundredfold Wy SHOER
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Fade colour /Jlj/ /€ Eal oy
Fast colour Jézg ¥ 5y
Dark colour i ; Sa :);5
White - b e
Black 'S 5
Blue 1w 3jjf
Red JU }o?
Green e ;a.,.f
Brown colour 1801 522
Violet (?’ :5,._,_.“
Rosy dlf Yy
Yellow A jwf
Gray J 4 vy
Crimson drf & A

* |Purple i Pyt
Golden Vi :;m
[Orange J Q’:L | :;1 Fi
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The World by el
Earth 9 J’Ji’i
Sun Cosy izl
Moon ' Al . e
Stars s ‘ efj':”
Sunrise n.,«f" Te# J“"‘:’J‘ Py
Sunset ’ Ay q-;J‘ &35
Moonlight ‘ : dﬁ,‘f J“’J‘ 2y
Mountain , ¥{¥2 J..,
Hill Sl | i
Summit J}Z ::-3
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Subcontinent A% sl e
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Ocean (‘le L-W
Waves JA C‘\}.‘j
Sand S . Jﬂ)
Rocks J: C{. jy‘u:’
Island 047 " P
Desert f’f' P
Stone | /".3,: :)L:-.:v-
Water 4 "
Dust Jf _:U:
Air Iyt 5
Hurricane Wb $i T ey
Cyclone 6P iwu;
Rain J’;L e
Clouds LJJL E;:;

- Thunder L/; | NV Y
MERNE
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WHO BROKE THE IDOLS?
1. Idol Merchant

Long, long ago, in a village,
there lived a very famous man,
Azar by name. His profession
was to carve idols and sell
them.

In that village there was a big
house in which the idols were
kept. The people of the village
worshipped the idols and
bowed their heads in adoration
before them. Azar, too, did the
same. He, also, was worshipper
of idols.

2. Azar's Son

Azar had a son who was a very
pious and intelligent boy. His
name was Ibrahim. When he
saw people bowing down
the and

before idols

worshipping them it seemed to

. him to be very strange. He

knew that the idols were mere
stones which could neither
speak nor hear nor do any harm
or good to anyone. He saw that
flies sat on them and they could
not even drive them away. The
mice ate the food which was
offered to them and they could
do nothing about it "Why are
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such powerless things, mere
stones as they are,
worshipped?” Ibrahim
wondered. "Why do people bow
their heads before them and
make petitions to them?"

3. Ibrahim's Advice

Ibrahim often used to enquire
from his father, "O my father,
why do you worship these
idols? Why do you bow your
lread and prostrate yourself
before them? Why do you
supplicate to them? Is it not a
fact that they do neither speak
nof hear nor can they eat or
drink or do any harm or good to
anybody? Why do you then
offer them food and drink?
Why do you take them as your
gods?" It made Azar very angry
to hear his son talk like that,
Ibrahim's words did not touch
his mind or heart. He scolded
him and sent him away. Ibrahim
then tried to reason with the
other people of his community,
but they too got angry and did
not understand his talk or take
his advice. Ibrahim flow made
yp his mind to give a practical
lesson to them by breaking up
the idols in their absence and
thus making them realize how
powerless they Were, "Then
they will understand, he said to
himself. -
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4. The Idols are Broken
It was a festival day and the
people were very happy. All the
men with their children had
gone out to celebrate the
festival, As Tbrahim's father was
about to leave he enquired from
his son, "Are you not coming
with us?' "I am not feeling
well," Ibrahim replied. Thus he
managed to stay back while
everyone went out to enjoy
himself. When he was left alone
in the house, Ibrahim came up
to idols and spoke to them thus,
"How do you do? Here is food
and drink; why do you not help
yourselves? "The idols kept
mum. Stones as they were, what
reply could they give? "What is
the matter you that you speak
not?" Tbrahim asked again. But
again there was no reply.
Ibrahim now got excited. He
took up an axe and began to hit
the idols with it one by one till
he broke all of them except the
biggest idol which he spared on
purpose. When his task was
finished, Ibrahim hung the axe
round the neck of that idol.

5. Who did it?
On their return from the
festivities, people came to the
temple to pay their homage to
the idols for was it not the
festival day. But the sight that
met their eyes left them utterly
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confounded. They were
shocked, grieved and furious,
"Who has done this to our
gods?" they exclaimed "We
have heard," some of them
volunteered the information, "a

- youth called Ibrahim talking

disrespectfully about them.”
They caught hold of Ibrahim at
once and began to question
him. "Are you the man who has
done this to our gods?" they
asked. "No" replied Ibrahim, "t
has begn done by this, the
biggest idol among them. Ask
them, and they will tell you if
they can talk."

The people were not ignorant of
the fact that the idols were
nothing but stones which could
neither speak nor hear. The
biggest idol also was no an
expectation. It could not move a
limb. How could a helpless
thing like it break the idols? "0
Ibrahim" they said. "Do you not
know that the idels do not
speak! " "Why do you worship

. them, then? "Retorted Ibrahim

"Beyond doubt, they can be of
no good or harm to anybody.
Why do you make your
petitions to them? They can
neither hear nor speak’' why do
you not understand it? It is so
very simple” The people could
give no answer. They felt shy
and Speechless.
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6. Cold Fire

A meeting was hurriedly called
by them "What Should be
done?" was the question they
had to decide "Without doubt it
is Ibrahim who has broken the
idols. He has insulted the gods
like anything. How should he
be punished? What should the
penalty be?" They asked One

another. "Burn him alive. That

is the only way to defend the
gods," was the conclusion that
was arrived at meeting,
Quickly they went ahead to
execute it. They set up a big fire
and threw Ibrahim into it. But
lo! there was the miracle ! Allah
had protected Ibrahim. He bad
commanded the fire, "O fire!
Become cold and a means of
safety for Ibrahim." And so had
it become cold and a source of
protection. People saw to their
limitless wonder that the fire
did no harm to Ibrahim. He was
quite safe, sound and happy and
his persecutors were aghast and
awe-siricken.

7. "Who is My Lord ?"

Once in his childhood Ibrahim
had exclaimed on seeing a star

on a certain night, "This is my .

Lord." But when after sometime
the star disappeared he had felt
sorely disappointed . "No," he
had promptly corrected himself,
"It cannot be my Lord."
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Them: on another occasion the
moon had made a similar
impression on him, While
looking at it he had thought,
"Perhaps this is my Lord." But
when moon, too, had vanished
and its place had been taken by
the sun on the sky, he again had
found télling himself. "No, this
cannot be my Lord." Later it
was the turn of the sun to attract
the attention of Ibrahim "This
must be my Lord; this is the
greatest of all things." He had
in his childishness concluded
this from its blazing light and
heat. But when the night fell
and the sun too had gone
Ibrahim had once again to
change his mind "No this
cannot be my Lord," he had told
himself Allah alone is Eternal,
Almighty and Ever-present
Unchanging and Everlasting.

"The stars are weak because the
dawn of the day puts them out.
The sue, too, is weak because it
is swallowed up by the night
and the clouds cast a veil over
it. "The stars, the moon and the

sun can never help me because

they are helpless themselves.

- Only Allah Ever-present and

Almighty can help."
8. "Allah is My Lord"

Thus it dawned upon Ibrahim
that Allah and no one but Him

‘was His Lord and God. He
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alone was All-Powerful and

Omniscient. The stars, the
moon and the sun were only
His ‘creations. He was the lord
of them, too the Lord of the
whole universe.

In this way did Allah lead
Ibrahim to light. He made him
His Apostle and His most
faithful slave, and commanded
him to invite his people towards
Allah and to keep them strictly
away from idol worship.

9. Ibrahim's Call

Ibrahim acted as he was
commanded. He called his
people towards Allah and
forbade them against Idol
worship. "What do you
worship" he asked them. "We
worship idols" they replied.
"Do they listen to you when you
call out them?" Tbrahim asked.
"Or do they do you any good or
harm?" "no, but we found our
fathers worshipping them and
s0 we also are doing the same,"
came the reply. "Even then,"
said Tbrahim, "I do not worship
the idols. No, I am their swom
enemy. | worship none but the
Lord of the Worlds who created
me, who gives me food and
drink and who heals me when I
fall ill and who will causes me
to die and then will raise me up
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again.”

"These idols, on the other hand,
do neither create nor give any
guidance, they cannot grant
food or drink nor heal the sick
nor cause anybody to die; nor
can they raise him up again on
the appointed day."

10. Before the King

The ruler of the land where
Ibrahim lived was as cruel as he
was powerful. People used to
kneel before him. When he
came to know that Ibrahim
prostrated himself only before
Allah and none else he got very
angry and summoned him to his
court. Tbrahim, accordingly,
presented himself before the
King but there was no fear in
his heart, for he feared no one
besides Allah. "Who is your
Lord, Ibrahim?" the King
enquired from Ibrahim. "My
Lord is Allah," Ibrahim replied.
"And who is Allah, Tbrahim ?"

the King asked, "He is the One

who gives life and death,”
replied Ibrahim. "it is I", the
King said. "who gives life and
death." After this the King
called for a man and had him
put to death, He, then, called
for another man and sentenced
him to death, but then granted
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him pardon and set him free. "1
cause men to live and die,” the
King declared after he had thus
shown his power over the lives
of his subjects. "] made a man
die before you and the other
who was condemmed to die was
saved by me and allowed to
live." How foolish the King
was? But his case was not
unique. It is the same with all
the Polytheists, Ibrahim wanted
to reform them. He wanted the
King as well as his people to
feel correctly and to understand
the truth. He, therefore, said to
the King. "It is Allah who
causes the sun to rise from the
east. Can you make it rise from
the west?" The King did not
know what to say to this.. He
could think of no reply.

11. Invitation to Father

Ibrahim desired particularty to
invite his father towards the
right path. He said to him, "O
my father, why do you worship
that which can neither hear nor
see nor can do you any good or
harm? My father! serve not the
Satan, but the most Gracious
Being, Allah" ,

Ibrahim's father became very
angry when he heard his son
speak like this. "1 must punish
you," he said to him. "or you
leave me to my business and
talk to me no more." An
obedient and dutiful son as
Ibrahim was, he submitted
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quietly to his father's order and
said no more than this, "Peace
be on you. [ am now leaving
this place and will devote
myself to the worship of my
Lord." He was very, very sad.
He resolved to move to some
other town where he could
serve his Lord and call the
people to Allah. ‘

12. In Makka
In his own city Ibrahim's life
had been most unhappy. He had
felt lonely and dejected. All the
people including the King and
even his own father were

displeased with him. There was

nothing he could do there. So
he took leave of the place and
of his father and set off towards
Makka along with his wife,
Hajar. Makka was a place
where there was no trace of life
or vegetation. There were no
wells, no springs and no living
beings, man or animal. On
reaching there Ibrahim settied
his wife, Hajar, and new-born
child, Ismail, on a barren patch
of land. Then he prepared to

 leave. "Where are you going,

my master?" cried Hajar on
seeing him ready to start. "Are
you to feave us here where there
is no food or water?" Ibrahim
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"Yes", replied Ibrahim. "Then"
Hajar said, "Allah will not
expose us to starvation and
death." After this Ibrahim went
away leaving his wife and child
alone behind him.

13. The Well-'Zamzam'

Not long afterwards little Ismail
was thirsty. His mother
wondered how could she
quench the thi_rst of her child
when there was not a single
drop of water to be found in the
whole of Makka. There was no
well or stream over there.

But no mother could sit calmly
and see her child die of thirst.
She ran in panic here and there.
She ran again and again from
Safa to Merwa and from Merwa
to Safa to see from the top of
the hillocks if there was some
water anywhere.

Allah came to the rescue of
Hajar and her child. He
produced water for them. It
sprang up from the earth, the
very place where Ismail was
lying. Both Ismail and Hajar
drank the water and had their
thirst quenched.

The water stayed even after

Hajar and her child had drunk -

their fill and it came to be
known as 'Zamzam'. Allah
bestowed His blessings on it
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and made it holy. This very
'Zamzam' is the well from
which the pilgrims drink during
the Haj. They also take its
water with them when they
return to their homes. You too
must have drunk this water.

14. Ibrahim's Vision

Some years later Ibrahim
returned to Makka to live with
his wife and child. Ismail was
very pleased to see his father.
He had grewn up to be a small
boy who loved to run and play
or go for a walk with his father.
Ibrahim, too, was very fond of
his son. One night Ibrahim
dreamt that he was slaying
Ismail as a sacrifice to his Lord.
Ibrahim was a true Prophet, and
so his dream could not be false.
He was Khaleelullah,' Allah's
faithful friend. Like a devoted
friend he made up his mind to
put into action what Allah had
bidden in the dream, He wanted
Ismail, too, to offer himself
willingly for the supreme
sacrifice. So he said to him, "O
my son, I have seen in a vision
that I offered up you to Allah in
sacrifice. What do you say to it
now?" 'O my father," Ismail
replied without hesitation. "Do
as you are commanded; you
will find me if Allah so wills,
among those who practice
patience and constancy.
[brahim picked up a knife and
told Ismail to come wi'h him.
When they arrived av Mina
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Ibrahim decided to make the
offering of his son at that place.
Ismail lay on the ground and
Ibrahim placed the knife on his
throat. Everything was ready
for the deed to be completed.
But Allah had willed otherwise.
It was not His intention to let
Ibrahim carry out the command
literally. He had simply wanted
to prove through it to the world
how ready and willing Ibrahim,
His faithful friend, always was
to act ds he was desired by
Allah whom he loved more than
his own son. Ibrahim stood up
to the trial and came out of it
with flying colours. Allah, at
the very moment he was going
to cut his son's throat, sent
Gabriel with a ram from the
heaven with the word, "Slay it
in sacrifice and not Ismail."

Allah liked the act of Ibrahim

“so much that He ordained for

Muslims to make sacrificial
offerings every year on that day
which is now known as
"Td-ul-Adha.! May Allah hestow
more and more of His blessings
on Ibrahim, His 'friend,’ and on
his son, Ismail, and grant them
peace.

15. The Ka'aba

After it, Ibrahim had once again
to go on a journey. When he
returned he made up his mind
to build a house where people
could pray and offer their
devotions to Allah. So many

(:uhd;;xﬁ‘t_}f)w:'ﬂy“-f;’ 3‘9

. A b, F L . Tt 1ir
cﬁ-ﬁ.go‘:\)hu;:r:._.nljl'cl.ﬁ_::b

. B [P EI R S
(oW g2 Jurnl ambazy
py et O i) 1
- 3 FE P B A Ly
J*'-'*—“cr“"d-‘u—g-*“
MJ&G;&‘M-\U\USJJ

2t -

Gl

.llji'

Ry
Gl il 1s;
LAY ot e

£ G s 1 325
J_....,tc,.w, s £33 46
;;Li:r..aljld_._p.a_U\L_;nj
qudcﬂu ‘_,..LLIJ\
RE P nﬁxwxji_thJL,
L

s Jeniy o Jo i 2

R

Er

CHU;JSJ)LPJH‘JJ‘M)J

th)r.l -

:..:f)lfb}orfu_,..jh.al_f‘}
w\u’j“”dj



e 131

iAo

[

) Sl ol 05 -
L)lﬂé_lnjﬂ/%}’ﬂi_(rlul
SRS w TS
L K (e
..;fi)(.?!/.I_éJ"ﬁc— Jsdlg
L/;,;’J._Ia_uﬁg:;_s(rw;
.:arcu:;}‘%_l d’:J..""Jl?_é;
(W) 2 J2S
ﬁ?&itkuﬂ&//}ﬂbl
& I Sk
T2 SRS sy
U 2o o (i) Uy & ?
S ) L e
A SUR S () S
B Bt
et 2T SFE A
FSPEARUSLE
S S
g &L
S Bt Slrtz o
by @S e S
25K Kt npesisk
-nruat.'}t‘ (ﬁl{f»l__ﬁrlk
2

{Jl u...{‘ J(rwi.ﬁ)ﬁ-’"ﬂ b
(j‘/:bﬁ -L;ful.-";'t gdzr(,)frd::‘,

S

houses were there in the world
but not a single house had been
built for the sake of Allah, to
serve exclusively as a place of
Divine worship. It was because
of this that Ibrahim undertook
the task, Ismail also came
forward to work with his father
in the construction of the house.
Both father and son brought
stones from the mountains and
set about the construction of
Ka'aba with their own hands.
They recited the names and

- praises of Allah as they worked.

"O our Lord," they prayed.
"Accept this setvice from us for
You are the All-Hearing, the
All- Knowing." Allah heard
their prayer and accepted their
service. He bestowed His
blessings on the house of
Ka'aba. It is towards this house
that we turn our faces during all

“our prayers. At the time of the

Haj countless Muslims visit it,
go round it, and make their
devotions to Allah. May Allah
bless it more and more and
confer His ever-increasing
acceptance on the work of
Ibrahim. May He bless Ibrahim
and bestow His peace on him.
And may He bless Mohammad,

_the last and the sole heir to all

the Prophefs, till the end of the
world and grant him His peace.

17. Baitul-Magqdis
(House of Piety)

Ibrahim had another wife,

called Sara. She too bore him a
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son whose naric was Ishaque.
Ibrahim had once lived for
sometime in Syria where
Ishaque had also accompanied
him. A house was built there by
Ishaque in the name of Allah
where worship could be offered
to Him just as his father and
brother had done in Makka.

The house built by Ishaque in
Syria is the well-known
Baitul-Maqdis, the House of
Piety. It is also known as "The
Farthest Mosque.'

Allah put great abundance in
Ishaque's children as He did m
the children of Ismail. Prophets
and Kings rose up from among
them. One of Isbaque's Sons
was. Yaqub, who was a Prophet.
Yaqub had twelve sons. One of
them was Yusuf, An interesting
story is related in the Quran
about Yusuf. Now we are going
to relate it o you.
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eleven brothers. He. was
handsome and intelligent. His
father, Yaqub, loved him more
than his other sons.

One night Yusuf dreamt a
strange dream. He saw eleven
stars and the sun and the moon
prostrating themselves before
him. Little Yusuf was very
much puzzled when he woke
up. He could not make out what
the dream meant. How and why
should the stars, the sun and the
moon have bowed down to a
man? He wanted to know.

He went and related to his
father the strange dream he had
seen, "O my father," he said, "I
have dreamt that eleven stars
and the sun and the moon were
prostrating themselves before
me." His- father, Yaqub, was a
Prophet. He was very glad to
hear about the dream. "O
Yusuf," he said to him "May
Allah bless you; soon you will
rise to a high position. This
dream conveys the tidings of
great knowledge from Allah
and of Prophet hood. No
wonder! He did favour to your
forefathers, Ishaque and
Ibrahim. Certainly, He will
bestow His grace on you and
your children -
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Yaqub was an old and
experienced man who
understood the human nature
well. He knew how Satan
caught hold of men's minds and
played foul with them. He
therefore, advised his son,
Yusuf, "O son, let none of your
brothers know of this dream,
They will be jealous of you and
will tum into enemies."

2. Brothers' Jealousy

Yusuf had only one real brother
named Bin Yamin. The others
were his step-brothers. Yaqub
was extremely fond of these
two of his sons and none of the
others came near them in his
affections. The step-brothers of
Yusuf and Bin Yarmin looked
upon them with envy and bore a
grudge against them. "Why
does father,” they would say,
"love them more than us
specially when they are so
immature too." and weak? We
are young and strong and
deserve to be loved and valued
more than Yusuf and Bin
Yamin."

Yusuf in his childish simplicity
over-looked his father's advice
and related the dream to his
step-brothers. This made them
more envious of him and now
their jealousy and hatred knew
no bounds.

They held a meeting among

themselves to hatch up a plot
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against Yusuf. "Kill him or take
him to a far-off land and leave
him there. All our father's lote
will then be bestowed on us
alone," suggested one of them.
"No," another said. 'Throw him
into a blind wayside well. Some
way-farer will rescue him and
take him away to his home." All
the brothers agreed te this plan.

3. Brothers' Deputation
to Yaqub

Having drawn up the plan they
came to Yaqub. He knew that

Yusuf's brothers were jealous of

him and would not hesitate in

doing him harm. So he never let .

him go with them. Yusuf used
to play with his real brother,
Bin Yamin, in the house and
was never allowed to go out.
The step-brothers were aware
of it but it did not prevent them
from going ahead with their
conspiracy.

They said to Yaqub, "O father,
why do you not let Yusuf go
with us?

What are you afraid of? He is
our dear little brother. We are
the sons of the same father.
Brothers always play together,
Why do we not also go out and
play?

Please let us take him out
tomorrow to play with us. We
shall take every care of him."”
Wise and expe;icnccd as Yaqub
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was, he did not at all like the
idea of sending Yusuf away
from him.,

He said to them, "I fear that
some wolf might come while
you are engaged in play and eat
him up."”

"Never," the sons replied. "How
can the wolf attack him in our
presence. Are we not young and
healthy 7"

At last, Yaqub reluctantly
allowed Yusuf to go with them.

4, In the Forest

The step-brothers were very
glad to receive Yaqub's
permission. They went to a
forest where they threw Yusuf
into a well. They had no pity
for the little boy or their aged

. father.
- But Allah sent glad tiding to

Yusuf. "Do not be grieved or
afraid," came the inspiration
from Him. "Indeed, Allah is
with you. Soon you will be
glorified. Your brothers will
appear before you and confess
what they have done."

The step-brothers, having
carried out their plan of
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throwing Yusuf into the well,
sat down to think what they
would tell their father about his
disappearance. "Father had
said," one of them remarked,
"that he feared some wolf might
come and eat up Yusuf. Let us
tell him how right he was.
Exactly the same thing had
happened. Yusuf had been
eaten up by a wolf."

The idea appealed to them very
much. "Yes," they said with one
voice. "It will work.

We will tell him so."

"But," one of them pointed out,
"What proof will we give in
support of our story”

"The proof,” the other replied,
"will be the blood?"

They killed ram and dipped
Yusuf's shirt in its blood.
"Now," they said, "Father will
have to believe us."

5. Before Yaqub

The step-brothers of Yusuf
returned home late in the
evening to narmrate the story to
their father. They said to him
with tears in their eyes, "O
father, we were having a race
among ourselves and had left
Yusuf behind with our things
when a wolf came and ate him
up. They showed him the shirt
of Yusuf with the blood of the
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ram on it and said pathetically,
"This is your Yusuf's blood.”

Yaqub was a Prophet and also a

man of the world, He was much
wiser than his sons. He knew
that the wolf would not have
left the shirt undamaged. A
wolf would first attack a man
before eating him up. Yusuf's

. shirt, on the other hand, bore on

signs of a tear and was
completely soaked in blood. It
was not difficult for him, in
such circumstances, to conclude
that the blood on it was not
Yusuf's blood. The whole story,
he was sure in his mind, was
concocted, "No,” he said to his
sons. "It cannot be as you have
told. You have invented the
tale, But the wisest course
would be to be patient.” Yusuf's
loss was a terrible blow to him
but he bore it with courage and
patience.

6. In the Well

The step-brothers, back safely
home, had their dinner and slept
comfortably on their soft beds
without giving a thought to
Yusuf, while Yusuf, pitifully
alone in the well-dark, deep and
dry-with neither food, nor
drink, nor rest, was crying his
heart out for his father and
brothers Yaqub was in no
happier state of mind.

Beaten down by grief and
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worry he too could neither eat

nor sleep.

7. From the Well to the

Palace

But not before long, by Allah's
grace, a party of travelers
happened to pass through the

forest. The travelers had -

become thirsty and were in
search of a well when the well
in which Yusuf had been
thrown came into their view.
They sent one of their
companions to fetch water from
it. The traveler let down his
bucket into the well but when
he was pulling it out he felt that
it had become very heavy.
When the bucket came out of
the well the traveler was
shocked to see that in it there
was sitting a boy, He shouted
the news to his companions
who came running and were
delighted to see how handsome
Yusuf was. They decided to
conceal the fact and to take him
along with them. When the
travelers reached Egypt they
thought of selling Yusuf away
as a slave, They stood in the
market place with him, calling
out, "Is there anybody to
purchase this boy? Is there?"
Al-Aziz, a minister of the
Egyptian Court ultimately
bought him for a few dirham.

Al-Aziz took him to his palace
and told his wife to treat him
well. L
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8. Loyal and
Trustworthy

Yusuf had a soul which was as
beautiful as were his looks.
Enamored by his superb
physical charm Al-Aziz's wife
tried to seduce him. But he
refused saying, "No, not by any
manner or means. 1 will not be
treacherous to- my benefactor.
He has done me great favour
and honoured me. I do fear

Allah.” The woman got so ‘

angry at his refusal that in order
to have her revenge she falsely
reported to her husband that
Yusuf had tried to molest her.
But Al-Aziz knew that she was
lying. He had full trust in
Yusuf's character and loyalty.
"“Truly," he said to his wife. "It
is you who has been at fault."

Yusuf had come to be known
all over Egypt for his
handsomeness. Whoever saw
him said, "No mortal can he be!
He is nothing but a noble
angel." The prospect of winning
the love of such a handsome
man had swelled the vanity of
Al-Aziz's wife. But when her
overtures were rejected by
Yusuf she grew so very angry
that she bluntly told Yusuf, "In
that case you will have to go to
prison.” 'The prison," Yusuf
boldly replied, "is more to my
liking than what you invite me
to." A few days later Yusuf
found himself in prison.
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T
Though Al-Aziz was convinced
of his innocence he felt that it
would be better and wiser if he
was removed for some time to
the prison.

9. Preaching in the

Prison

So, Yusuf was in prison. It soon
became evident to the other
prisoners and the officials of
the place that he was a noble
youth. They were all impressed
by his excellent qualities of
mind and character and began
to like him very much. They
showed him great respect and
were very pleased with him.
Two other men had been
brought to the prison at the
same time as Yusuf. Both of
them had seen dreams which
they related to Yusuf, "l saw",
related one of them, "that I was
distilling wine." "And I", said
the other, "saw that 1 was
carrying bread on my head
which the birds were eating."
They wanted Yusuf to interpret
their dreams for theme

But a Prophet's mission
includes much more than the
interpretation of dreams Yusuf
had a great deal to do. He had
to instruct. In his days people
used to worship other objects
besides Allah. They had
invented many deities of their
own like the god of the earth,
the god of the oceans, the god
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Yusuf saw the absurdity of it.
Sometimes he laughed at their
ignorance and sometimes he
wept. He had wanted so many
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times to teach them about Allah
and to invite them towards
Him. But Allah had destined for
Yusuf's mission to start from
the prison. There was nothing
strange in it, for do the
prisoners also not belong to the
human family? Are they not
Allah's slaves? Do they nat
stand in need of salvation and
mercy and have they not the
right to be shown the right

path? Though in prison, Yusuf's

mind, heart and tongue were
free. Though poor, he was
generous- hearted and
handsome. The Prophets are
always so. They proclaim the
truth at each and every place,
even in a prison. They sanction
the good and spread the Divine
gifts of knowledge and learning
at all times.

10. Ynsuf's Sagacity

and Resourcefulness

On being asked by these men to
interpret their dreams, he said
to himself. "Their need has led
them to me, and when a man is
in need he is meek and
agreeable. If T say something to
them now they will listen to it
carefully and perhaps pass it on
to the other prisoners also."

But be did not hurry. He said to
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them, 'l must interpret the
dreams before your meal
comes."

They sat down quietly to listen.
"It is true that I know the
science of the interpretation of
dreams," he began.

"Tt is a part of the knowledge
vouchsafed to me by my Lord."
Their interest grew and they

were glad to hear him say so.

11. Call to a Single
Allah

Yusuf used the occasion to
deliver his sermon on the
Oneness of God. He went on,

"There are things which the
Lord has taught me and not to
you or anyone else. Allah does
not bestow the bounty of
knowledge on everybody, on

.the_tramsgressors -and: ‘the

polytheists. He has favoured me
with it because I did not adopt
the way of those who assign
partners to Allah. On the other
hand, I follow the path of my
ancestors-Ibrahim, Ishagque and
Yaqub who never attributed any
partners to Allah. "The path of
Divine Unity," he said, "is not
for us alone but for the whole
of mankind. It is a grace and a
bounty of Allah upon us and
upon the entire human family,
but men, generally, are
ungrateful.” "Just see!" after a
little pause-he resumed. "You
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speak of so many gods, the god
of the earth, the god of the
oceans, the god of food and the
god of rain, and you call out to
them in the hour of your need.
But we say, 'Allah is the Lord
and God of the whole universe.'
Now think over it and see
whether many lords who are
constantly quarrelling with

cach-other are better or the One .

Allah, Supreme and All-
Powerful? "How absurd it is to
speak of the god of the earth,
the god of the oceans, the god
of this and the god of that.
Show me what they have
created on the earth, or how
they have a share in the
heavens. Look at the earth and
the heavens and the human
beings themselves; such is the
creation of Allah. Now tell me

what is there that the others.

besides Him have created?
"These gods of yours,
pertaining to this and to that,

are only the creations of your -

imagination. They are nothing

but mere names invented by

you-and your forefathers. The
rule, the sovereignty, the
universe, and the Day of
Judgment belong only to Allah.
Worship no one, O people,
besides Him. This is the right
religion, but most of men
understand it not."

12. Interpretation of
Dreams

When Yusuf had finished his
sermon, he told the two men
what their dreams meant, "As
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for one of you," he said, "He
will pour out the wine to his
master to drink and, as for the
other, he will hang from the
scaffold, and the birds will feed
from his head." Then, turning
to the first man he said, "Tell
your master about me when the
dream comes true."

It happened to them exactly as
Yusuf had foretold. One of
them became the cup-bearer of
the King while the other was
executed. But the cup-bearer
forgot to tell about Yusuf to the
King with the result that Yusuf
had to languish in the prison for
SOme years more,

13. The King's Dream

Now it so happened that the
King of Egypt also had a
strange dream. He saw that
seven emaciatpd oxen were
eating the flesh of seven fat
ones and that there were seven
green ears of corn along with
seven others that were
withered. The King was curious
to know what the dream meant,
so he asked his courtiers to
interpret it for him. But they
were of no help. "It is nothing,"
they said. "In sleep on¢ sees so
many things of no
consequence.” It was then that
the cup-bearer suddenly thought
of Yusuf, "My lord," he
exclaimed, "I will tell you what
the dream signifies." He went
to the prison and asked Yusuf
to tell him the meaning of the
King's dreams

o, . % 5 P4 "z
&) GBS iGh) 1 Ju

-«\j.i.;

AN Cae ARSI
ety 2

PR L RPN
(&5

s 053 8 i £ 5

S (YUt

e Sl RS A )

JOTRT

R gf-fd‘;f a0
M Gy i

2. Y ¥ £, EL

Lamb Gy s Sl

_C)Lo--d a\;’mc..acL.dt‘stglrJ

o L2

u\J.a.:c.Mu\J_A_J\aJ._‘AJ_fLU

s

PR | 7L S a . l/’
#?M@AM\GUJ
uubuﬁué‘;j

Mnu;ﬂm_},,u\;;;
_L._jj,!“)._yglju;a;b..bvdl.-)
“"(_g}"";:r"j‘:\-‘h :‘Jj‘j
_ng;.;_.a;-\’ar.f L...ﬂlts))r.:l..jl
[15}3,-.$J;‘\1 s e 06 S5
-Lljj“eé\wwte

JEj gt ) S b




o 146

40:95»”0':”-?;‘5@% (U
N il T &l ﬁao'i""
6ot 2
s JY G et () )y
_E T JEuf
il 28 8 L s
-5l
SHFEEFIal S Fu)
Z f'a_i;’KJ‘sﬁ»fz:/
L1 o s B U U5
LAz
wf U1y Bl Ut
T L I
LiEE
Gl e b,
JuJiJEb;tJ Tl
L u:lt.m
bl g dv
s

Iyt Sy Kalial -1
RO N LR T
Ui B sl twe Frert
il e o
S5 Sl e h
el gi

3~ T

(wi‘u-f_ﬁx}ﬂv}'-‘f” lu‘;’ )

A noble and generous-hearted
man that Yusuf was, having
nothing but kindness for Allah's
slaves, he 'did not take the
cup-bearer to task for not
speaking about him to the King
and told him readily what he
wanted to know. The dream
contained the prophecy of a
great famine and also indicated
how best to meet its threat. Had
Yusuf not revealed what it
meant the whole population
would have perished due to
starvtion. But being a Prophet
he was full of compassion and
mercy for the mankind. He
could not even think of being
mean or petty. "For seven
years," he told, "You will
diligently raise the crops and
store up what you have
produced except the little that
you will eat. Then there will
come a terrible famine during
which you will eat what you
have stored. This drought will
last for seven years, after,
which Allah's favour will retum
to the land and people will be
happy and prosperous once
again."The cup-bearer went
back and told the King the
meaning of the dream.

14. The King Sends for

Yusuf

The King was very pleased to
have a foreknowledge of the
calamity that was going to
befall his Kingdom as well as
of the steps which could be
taken to combat it successfully.
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He wanted to know more about
the man who had interpreted his
dream. The cup-bearer,
thereupon, told him, "It is the
same truthful Yusuf who had
told me that would become the
cup-beai'er of my master, the
King."

The King was eager to see
Yusuf. "Bring him to me," he
commanded. "I will appoint
him my special attendant."

15. Yusuf's Appeal for

~ the Investigation

A royal messenger went to the
prison to inform Yusuf of the
King's pleasure. But Yusuf did
not want to come out of the
goal unless the stain on his
character had been removed. He

did not want people to say,

"This is Yusuf! who was in
prison yesterday; he had been
treacherous to his master,
Al-Aziz."

Yusuf was high-minded and
self-respecting, wise and
intelligent. Had there been
some one else languishing in
the prison in his place and a
royal messenger had come to
tell him that the King was
desirous of seeing him he
would have certainly rushed out
of the prison gate. -

But, Yusuf showed no such
haste contrary, he said to the
messenger, I first want my case
to be investigated and decided
finally." The King then ordered

TR S WK L SL I
£ g AR ;’ia,,’f LE s
e I
ROVRIPPXw

ol S 55

- A ".')I.-
e g1 b il

g3 2,35 55

P
L@ﬁwlaﬁdﬁl)):&d\duj
y -

(et

LA
T |
-

Pty 9.9 9
e w10

363 Sam g S 5o asr O
EFRIR T

ot et O ey (2
_\Kbg;;idi

LA 0 LE;

35 By el ol 3671
G e S 0" T 8}
A3 B8 0 a3
3 e OIS AN LS
Ly s A
A By el h 5 3 03
Jaonis 5o ety 8,240

-éJ"J u"“:“‘\ <l

oA

R T I -
G PR )
P .

'J’“:':\;J e roed




148

A A

Ll ifunlilp W
Gy sl LU e P
WUA‘DGJ@?L{;JGJLL
' &(Wﬁ?uﬂ‘{fuﬂmfwg
et (Pl ey S
Kl islirlsted St oy

ph

LUANFL S =1

UIITE 2 (P14 g
oo Far =i AL L
LS B i ui""ﬁe
&= syttt
NI RS Wy A
LS E s Feut
el it
BEP AN PR
el S e bt L
Sosui el L L
L(UH YL JH S
NI OB )
NS I A
fﬁgﬁox'ﬁﬁgﬁscu;lfﬁ
U Z o leihy L Sebor e
o n e Fu s P s
W PE s S P

inquiries to be made in the
affair as a result of which it was
on the "I first decided found
that Yusuf was guiltless. After
his innocence was established
Yusuf came out of the prison
with his reputation unsoiled.
The King, as well as the people
received him with respect and
honour,

16. Incharge of the

Store-Houses

Yusuf was appointed by the
King as his Counselor. As a
member of the ruyal court he
saw that the officers and the
people alike were irresponsible
and dishonest. Embezzlement
and other malpractices were
prevalent everywhere. They
abused and misappropriated the
wealth Allah had scattered all
over the earth for the legitimate
use and benefit of everyone.
Allah is, never unkind or
ungenerous to His slaves. He
has endued the earth with
enough resources to suffice for
the needs of the mankind but it
is man himself who brings
about scarcity by his unjust and
wasteful ways.

When people do not have the
fear of Allah in their hearts they
feel no hesitation in usurping
the rights of others so much so
that, while their dogs and other
pet animals have all the good
things to eat so many of their
brethren go without a regular
meal and yet they feel nothing
about it. Men can never be
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justly benefited by the treasures
of the earth uniess those who
are in control of them are
honest and God-fearing as well
as capable of making the best
use of them. A person who may
be honest and God-fearing but
is ignorant and does not know
how to exploit the resources of
nature cannot derive full benefit
from them. In the same way, if
a man possesses not the fear of
God he will usurp all the
advantages to himself and will
not let others enjoy their lustful
share. Yusuf was skilled as well
as honest. Moreover, he could
not tolerate the injustice of the
rulers and watch silently the
privileged classes
misappropriating the share of
others while they lived in want
and hunger. He was also not
afraid of speaking out the truth,
"Give me," he boldly advised
the King, "the charge of the
store-house. I will look after
them as one who knows where
and how to spend what he has."
The King agreed and made his
appointment to the post. Yusuf
was now in control of the
granaries and store-houses of
Egypt to the great comfort and
relief of its people.

17. The Coming of the
Step-brothers

According to Yusuf's prophecy,
dreadful famine occurred in
Egypt and its neighboring lands
including Syria. It soon became
known everywhere that a most
hgnest, efficient and charitable

person was in charge of the
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finances and gra.t;aries of Egypt
who, freely distributed
food-grains to whoever went to
him for help. The news spread
to Syria where Yaqub too heard
it and decided to send his sons
to Egypt to buy food and bring
it home.

Bin-Yamin. the real brother of
Yusuf was left behind with his
father. Yaqub would not let him
go to Egypt. He had the same
fears about his safety as he had
about the safety of Yusuf.

The step-brothers of Yusuf set
out on their journey not
knowing that they were going
to no one but to him whom they
had thrown into the well. They
were sure that he was dead.
How could he be alive when
they had thrown him in the well
of the forest!

When his step-brothers arrived
in Egypt and Yusuf saw them
he at once recognized them but
they could not recognize him.
He knew that it was they who
had thrown him into the well in
order to get rid of him and he
would have certainly died had
Allah not saved him. But he
said not a word to them about

it.
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18. The Conversation
between Yusuf and his
Step-Brothers

He received them as total
strangers. "Where have you
come from?" he enquired from
them. "From Kanan," replied
his step-brothers. "Whose Sons
are?"” "We are the sons of
Yaqub, the son of Ishaque, the
son of Ibrahim and they all are
Prophets. "Have you any other
brother?" "Yes, one more,
Bin-Yamin," "Why did he not
come with you?" "Qur father
never lets him go anywhere. He
never parts with him" "Why? Is
he very smalt?"

"No; but the thing is that he had
another real brother named
Yusuf who once went out with
us and was eaten up by a wolf
while we were having a race
among ourselves and had left
him behind with our
belongings." Yusuf felt like
bursting with laughter when he
heard it, but he held his peace.
There, however, arose in his
heart a powerful urge to meet
his brother, Bin Yamin. Yaqub
was now going to be put to test
for the second time. Such was
the will of Allah. Yusuf ordered
the provisions to be given to
them but when they were
returning he told them to bring
their step-brother with them
when they came again
otherwise no food grain would
be given to them. Yusuf also
told his men secretly to put
back in their luggage the money
they had paid for the provisions
and so was it done.
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19 Back to Their
Father

When -they retumed home with
the provisions they narrated the
whole story to Yaqub and asked
him to send Bin Yamin with
them to Egypt the next time.
"Or else," they added, "We will
have to return empty-handed,"
"We will," they assured him,
"definitely take every care of
him." "Shall 1 trust you," said
Yaqub bitterly, "with him with
any other result than what [ had
to bear when ] trusted you with
his brother? Have you forgotten
the case of Yusuf? Are you
going to take care of Bin Yamin
as you did of Yusuf? No, Allah
is the best Protector of him and
He is the Most Merciful."

As they opened their
saddle-bags they found that the
money they had paid for the
provisions had been kept back

in them. On seeing it they said

to their father, "Al-Aziz,
indeed, is a very kind man. He
has returned our money and
charged no price from us. Do
please send Bin-Yamin with us
so that we may get a still more
generous treatment from him."
"Never .will I send him with
you," said Yaqub, "until you
take a solemn oath that you will
bring him back safely as far as
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St
it lies in your power."
When they had taken the oath
Yaqub said. "Over all that we
say may Allah be the Witness
and the Guardian."
Then he instructed his sons, "O
my sons, enter not the city by
the same gate but by different

gates."

20. Bin Yamin With

Yusuf

They did as they were
instructed by their father and
reached Yusuf who was very
happy to see Bin Yamin. He

took, him in and made him stay

in his own house. He told him,
"I am your brother." Bin Yamin
was overjoyed on hearing it.
Yusuf was meeting Bin Yamin
after such a long time. He bad
to talk with him about their
father, mother and family, about
their child-hood days and the
games they used to play
together. But how could he be
satisfied with such a brief
meeting? He wished Bin Yamin
to remain with him and not to
go back to Syria with his
step-brothers.

But how could it be done? The
step-brothers had sworn upon
Allah to bring him to Kanan.
How could Yusuf be justified in
detaining Bin Yamin without a
valid reason. If he did so,
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-people would talk, "You see

Al-Aziz has arrested a Kanani
for nothing. How unjust of him,
really!”

Yusuf thought of a plan. A
precious bowl from which he
used to drink water was secretly
put in Bin Yamin's luggage.
After it had been done an
announcer called out, "O you of
the caravan! behold! you are
thieves, and there is no doubt
about it." "What is missing ?"
the brothers asked in surprise.

"The King's bowl," said Yusuf's

men. "There is a camel-load of
reward for anyone who finds

it." We.swear by Allah," the

brothers said, "We did not

come here to make mischief in

- the land, and we are no

thieves." "What penalty will
.you pay if you are proved to be
thieves? " they enquired. "The
penalty shall be," the brothers
said, "that he, in whose
possession it is found, will be
held as a bondsman to atone for
the crime. Thus it is that we
punish the wrongdoers in our
land.” )
The search was made and the
cup was recovered from Bin
Yamin's luggage to the utter
shame and surprise of all of
them. "If he steals there is no
wonder for he had a brother
who also stole before him,”
remarked the step-brothers of
Bin Yamin in anger. Yusuf
heard this shameless lie but he
held his tongue. He did not lose
his temper, so kind and tolerant
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he was. The step-brothers had
promised Yaqub to bring Bin
Yamin back whatever the
circumstances. They, therefore,
begged Yusuf to let him go
with them. "O Exalted
Al-Aziz!" they said, "He has a
father, old and infirm, who will
grieve very much over his
absence. Detain one of us in his
place and let him go. We know
that you are gracious and
good-doing." "God forbid,"
replied Yusuf, "that we hold in
bondage the innocent in place
of the guilty. If we did so, it
would surely be unjust.”

Thus Bin Yamin was left
behind with Yusuf to the great
joy of both of them. It was a
good long time since Yusuf had
departed from his home or scen
anyone of his family. So, now
when Allah had brought Bin
Yamin to him why should he
not have taken advantage of it
and brought about a situation in
which it could be possible for
his brother to stay with him at
least a little fonger?

21. Step-Brothers

Return to Yaqub
The step-brothers of Yusuf and
Bin Yamin wended their way
back to Syria in a state of great
torment. A thousand questions
were rising in their hearts. How
would they face Yagub? What,
would they tell him? They had
already put him to tremendous
pain and grief by depriving him

of Yusuf, Were they going to
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do it again? Troubled by these
thoughts the eldest of them
refused to go to Yaquh. "You
go back to father,” he said to
his brothers, "and say to him, 'O
father, your son had stolen. We
can tell you only what we
know; we could not guard
apainst what was hidden from
us." And so it was done. As
Yaqub heard the tragic tale .he
could see clearly the hand of
Allah in the whole affair. It had
all happened by His Will, He
had been put to test once again.
It was not long ago that he had
to mourn the loss of Yusuf:
now he was to sit and shed tears
at the loss of Bin Yamin. Will
Allah pile up misfortune upon
misfortune for him? No. He
will not crush him down with
the loss of two sons, and what
two sons? Yusuf and Bin
Yamin. In the calamities that
befall us, there is often a hidden
purpose of Allah which is
ultimately to our own good,
though we may not be able to
appreciate it in on account of
our ignorance. They are

‘brought into effect by His
Grace and Will. It is, moreover,”

a settled practice of His that He
puts to test His beloved slaves
and when they come out of it
successfully, He showers His
Favours and Blessings upon
them. In the case of Yaqub his
eldest son had also refused to
come to Kan'an from Egypt.
But will he lose his patience
and start crying because of the
fate that had befallen to three of
his sons. No, it must not be so.
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Yaqub's faith in Allah was his
greatest source of hope and
comfort. "May be," he said to
himself, "Allah will bring them
all back to me one day. Indeed,
He is full of knowledge and
wisdom."

22, The Curtain Rises

Yet Yaqub was a human being
and had a human heart, nota
slab of stone, in his breast. The
second wound had revived the
earlier one and he began to pine
miserably again for Yusuf. "Oh
! how great is my grief for
Yusuf," he would utter with a
sigh. His sons used to reproach
him strongly when they heard
him say so "Will you not cease
to remember Yusuf until you
are dead?" they would say. "1
only complain," Yaqub said, 'of
my pain and grief to Allah and I
know from Him that which you
know not," Yaqub believed that
it was wrong and sinful to
despair. He never lost hope for
he knew that to lose hope was
to lose one's faith in God. He
told his sons to go again to
Egypt and search for Yusuf and
Bin Yamin as best as they

could. They were also warned

by him against losing hope in
Allah's Grace and Mercy and
giving way to despair. His sons,
thus, set out for Egypt for the
third time. In Egypt they
reported themselves to Yusuf
and after describing their
poverty and distress begged
him for his help and favour.

Sympathy and affection swelled
up in Yusuf's heart as he heard
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their tale of woe. He théught,
"My father's sons, the children
of the Prophets, are
complaining of their poverty
and distress to me whom they
believe to be a King. How long

can I conceal the truth from
them and watch their misery?
How long am I to stay away
from my father ?" He could
control himself no more, "Do
you remember,” he spoke out,
"How you had dealt with
Yusuf, not knowing what you
were doing 7" The secret about
Yusuf's disappearance was
known only to them or to Yusuf
himself., "How could Al-Aziz
come to know about it," they
wondered. Was Yusuf alive?
Fear gripped their hearts. Did
he not die in the well 7 The
more they thought the more did
their anxiety increase. They
asked themselves, "Is it Yusuf
who is Al-Aziz of Egypt, who
governs its store-houses and
granaries and has issued orders
to provide us with food grains?"
"Are you, really, Yusuf?" they
exclaimed "Yes, | am Yusuf,
and this is my brother," said he
pointing out towards Bin
Yamin. "Allah has, indeed,
been gracious to us. Never will
Allah suffer the reward of those
to be lost who do right." "Upon
our word,” they said, "Allah
has, indeed, preferred you
above us, and we certainly have’
been guilty of sin.” But Yusuf
did not put them to further
discomfort by scolding them for
what they had done. He said to
them simply, "Allah will

(,,,f‘dy_,ﬂw)us-'-y&fj’ o).

2-

. A LrE .
U‘,i—'u ;L...;\_“ ;L;.n\} Ls..l‘ ;L:J.‘

o2 A

welé*uJ‘p—ewd—Up—{.—ﬂ—'

RN

Ryt PR

,d\gjtﬂﬁéijrejugj\
PR T ,a’s P

R Aerts c-—w-»w

((‘)}th- ‘..a\:\ 4..’-\)

I 8 6 L S 0

E I A | A AT,

,uha_}wyy‘u.l.u

PR | E I e

lmww_wyw,u;s

¥ s .2 2

RN
!}%u?pxgéuu

-2 A

15 e S S St Ja

fﬂ“ i3 A
LA_, quALJLl ljfl(.a ulf‘_s.d\)_.h

',_@,‘_L(ﬂ Lg.,d\ 3Lk r_».l.-_; i
'uju'iiﬁ T i 3
36 (G hed c.m 3 JM))

PRI 2, 9.2

w.\é:ur\\.l.b}w_,.ab‘)) :

L2 5r/“’.l3/ L S

8 i g5 e ) LB L
((.’r—mdf.,,”*?‘ AT
Clelind JJ'I.\_AJA.UL:\ )

e Gl
((w_,%bd\.fu\.’.

e b b A R

v Jo 2 5



159

B2 il

(mi-d:rﬁ‘d/)uj’-'-ylda 9

e ,
e 2 S oy L
"‘_‘Lﬂlli—ffid_’ﬂ{'u! g
(k) g =11
W=y LI
._.J‘)u;’-j- ‘(rlui,;l‘)._'w.f 48
el n Gl = B S (PI

Set oL 2000l

S - nster
s & pRPE ATy ulf...?
S J"/M.I,J T »
S L T
| J;lrUﬂdﬁuf(lﬂJ((U)L}‘)
(}:l FINYIYIY: ((U/’Lﬁ)yﬁ’f-
..'cq’-é'.c.f.ﬂ l;;;tc..-esn!
LS W ()
(gLl gl
5 ﬁm-z: u:/lgﬁ bxos Y13
Uil U 2z UM o
UL Gy (@)
JLSE @) g 5T

TP AR Sub’
bl st S U o
Lok untle P syt
At TRt -
£t az_(m@),wd&w

' 'r/z_m um,udi;..a,

Al dieg Lo

F o

T
forgive you; He is the most
Merciful among those who
show mercy."

23. Yaqub Knows the
Truth

Yusuf was now eager to meet
his father, Yaqub. It had been a
long time that he had not seen
him. Now that the secret had
been revealed there was no
point in making himself and his
father suffer any more by
keeping up the separation.

It was here and at this stage that
Allah had willed to give back to
Yaqub's eyes coolness and
He had lost his

gyesight due to incessant

comfort.

crying. Yusuf told his brothers,
"Take this shirt of mine with
you and cast it over the face of
my father; his vision will be
restored. Then you come back’

to me with the entire family”

24, The Coming of Yaqub
No sooner had the party set
forth with Yusuf's shirt for
Kan'an than Yaqub in Kan'an
began to perceive the smell of
Yusuf. He said to the people
around him, "I do indeed,
perceive the smell of Yusuf."
Upon our word," they
remarked, 'You have lost the
palance of your mind."

Shortly afterwards Yaqub was
proved to be true. His Sons
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retuned from Egypt with the
glad tidings about Yusuf,
Yusuf's shirt was thrown over
his face and his vision was
restored "Did T not say," he
asked his sons and those around
him, "that T knew from Allah
what you knew not?" "O
father," his sons begged him,
"Pray on our behalf for the
forgiveness of our sins. We are
truly at fault." Yagub replied,
Soon I will beg my Lord to
forgive you; He isOft-forgiving,
Most Merciful."

After a few days Yaqub left for
Egypt. What joy did father and
son have on seeing each other
after so many long and grief
stricken years can be imagined
better than described. It was the
most happy and auspicious day
throughout Egypt. Along with
Yusuf, all of his subjects also
welcomed Yaqub. Yusuf took
his parents to the Court and
made them sit on the imperial
throne. Then all of them, the
parents and the brothers, fell

prostrate before Yusuf, "This is -

the fulfillment of my dream,"
said Yusuf. "In that dream I had
seen that eleven stars and the
sun and the moon were
prostrating themselves before
me. Allah has made it come
true today." He thanked Him
profusely and recited His
Praises with all his heart.

25. The Happy End

The Kingdom of Egypt had not
diverted Yusuf's mind from
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Allah. It had made no change in
him. He never thought much of
it for he knew that it was
nothing as compared to what
lay in the Hereafter. His job
was only to govem it according
to the wishes of Allah and to
make the people follow His
Commands.

He did not want to be raised up
in the Hereafter merely as one
of the Kings. His ambition was
that when he made his exit from
the world it would be more as a
true Muslim than as a mere
King. One of his favorite
prayers to Allah was, "O my
Lord, Thou hast indeed
bestowed on me some power,
and taught me something of the
interpretation of dreams and
events....... O Thou, Creator of
the Heavens and Earth, Thou
art my Protector in this world
and in the Hereafter. So take
my soul at death as one
submitting to Thy will as a
Muslim, and unite me with the
righteous."

This prayer of his was granted

by Allah to the full. When his

time came it was as a (rue
Muslim that Yusuf departed
from this world to be united for
ever and ever with his
predeceessors, Ibrahim, Ishaque
and Yaqub.
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After Adam, Allah put great
abundance in his children.
Thousands of men and women
sprang up from him. They
spread every where, Had Adam
come back to the world and
seen his children he would
never have recognized them as
such. If he would have been
told that all the human beings
existing on the earth were his
children, it would have
astonished him very much. “O
my Goodness,” he would have
said, “All of these are my
descendants! So large is my
progeny!” These children of
Adam built numerous towns.
They had countless buildings to
live in. They cultivated lands
and produced crops and passed
a happy life. These people
followed the foot-prints of their
progenitor. They worshiped
Allah and associated no one
with Him. All of them were a
united body. Adam was their
common father and Allah their
Common Creator and Sustainer.

2. Satan’s Envy

But the Devil and his flock
were not to submit to this
happy state of affairs. “Will
men worship Allah?” they
anxiously thought. “Will they
be united? Will they never
quarrel among themselves?
This should not be so0,” they
decided. “Will Adam’s Progeny
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go to Paradise and we to the
Hell? Never shall it be so,” they
said. Satan had not prostrated
himself before Adam as
commanded by Allah, and so he
was deprived of Allah’s Favour
and had to live unblessed and
damned for ever. Should he not
then take revenge from Adam’s
children and make them, too,
go to the Hell with him. “Of
course, it must not be so; this
state of things must change,” he
resolved.

3. Satan’s Thinking

Satan decided to misguide men.
He resolved mislead them
towards idolatry so that they
may be cast in Hell and
deprived of the Paradise for
He knew that Allah
forgave, if He so willed, all the
sins except those of polytheism
and idolatry. To lead men

ever.

towards these unholy practices
was, therefore, the aptest way
of pushing them into Hell,
forever. But, how was it to be
brought about? In what way
could he lead them to Hell?
Men were already worshiping
Allah and no one besides him.
If the Devil had gone to them
and said, “O men, worship the
idols and not Allah”, they
would have railed at him and
beaten him up “Allah forbid!”
they would have exclaimed.
“Shall we assign partners to
Allah and worship idols? Be
off! Thou art none but the
damned Devil, the malicious
Satan. -
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4. Satan’s Trick

Satan thought and thought till
he found a way to pollute the
human mind. There had been
some God-fearing men who
worshiped Allah devoutly and
uttered His Praises day and
night. They had great love for
God and, in tumn, were loved by
Him very much. Their
fellowmen also had great love
and respect for them. Satan was
aware of it. '

These godly men were now
consigned to Allah’s heavenly
grace. Satan went to the people
and spoke to them about these
blessed souls. “What type of
men were such and such of
you?” he asked. “May Allah
bless them” they replied. “Great
souls and God’s favorites, their
prayers were answered and they
were granted what they asked

for.

5. Portraits of Holy Men

“Do you feel sad that they are
no more?” the Satan inquired
“Do you miss them?” “Of
course;” the people replied. “Do
you have a longing to see
them?” he asked again. “A very
strong one,” the answer came.
“Then, why do you not give
yourselves the pleasure of
seeing them every day?” he
said. “But how? They have
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passed away,” the people
replied. “Why?” said the Satan.
“Make’ their images and then
you can see them every
morning.” The idea caught the
fancy of the people. They made
the images of the departed
divines and remembered them
reverently and recalled their
lives as they saw the images.

6. From Portraits to
Statues.

In course of time the people
passed on from portraits to
statues. They made numberless
statues of the divines and
installed them in their homes
and mosques.

But they still worshiped Allah
and attached no partners to
Him. They took the statues for
nothing more than what they
actually were. They knew that
they were mere stones which
could do no good or harm to
anybody.

They considered them to be
auspicious monuments, sources
of good fortune, and held them
in high esteem, statues of
righteous ones as they were.
These statues went on
increasing in number and
gaining in reputation. As soon
as some holy person among
them passed away they carved
his statue and called it after his
name -
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7. From Statues to Idols

This generation came to its end
in due course. Its descendants
had seen their fathers holding
the statues in great respect and
secking blessings from them.
They had seen them kissing the
images, touching them with
respect and making their
petitions to Allah in front of
them. They had also seen them,
occasionally, bending their
heads or prostrating themselves
on the gfound before them.
The Sons outdid the fathers;
they began to prostrate
themselves before them in
adoration; they prayed to them
for their needs and made
sacrifices in their name. In a
nutsheil, they began to worship
them out and out, Thus, these
idols gradually became gods
and began to be worshiped by
the people in place of a single
Allah. There were a great
number of them ‘Ud and Su’a
Yaghuth and Yaugq,and Nasr
and so on and so forth.

8. Allah’s Anger

Allah was highly displeased
with
transgression and decreed for

them for, their
them a severe curse. Did He
bring them to life and nourish
them so that they may turn
away from Him? They walked
on Allah’s earth and disobeyed
Him, ate His bread and ascribed
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partners to Him! Was it not
flagrant ingratitude?

Men, thereupon, became the
objcct of Allah’s wrath. He
withheld rain from them and
put them to hardship. Their
crops began to fail and the birth
rate among them fell down. But
they still did not set themselves
right. They had not the good

scnseg to repent.

9. The Apostle

Allah then decided to raise up a
man, one of their own kind, to
be his Messenger among them.
One who could speak to them
in their own tongue. It is not
given to cveryone to converse
with the Lord Sovereign. It
becomes Him not to issue His
commands to everyone
individually, nor has everybody
the strength to endure it. Do the
emperors communicate their
edicts personally to each one of
their subjects? They do not, of
coursc; although they are mere
mortals like any other human
being and can be scen and
heard by everyone. How, then,
can everybody be spoken to by
Allah who cannot be seen and
heard by His servants. This can
be done only through the
agency of someone whom He
pleases to raise up as His
Messenger. Thus it was that
Allah decided to raise up an
Apostle among men who could
talk to them freely and act as a
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Warner among then.
10. A Human Being or

an Angel?
Allah decided, also, that the
Apostle should be a mere
mortal like all other men so that
they could know him intimately
and follow him like their leader.
If the Prophet was an angel they
naturally would have said,
“What relation do we bear to
him? He is an angel and we are
human. We feel hunger and
thirst, and need food and drink;
we have our children to feed
and to bring up; we become
sick and we die. How, then, can
we serve Allah?” They would
have argued with the Prophet,
“You have no needs; you know
neither hunger nor thirst; you
have neither children nor a
family; you have no sickness,
and yol do not die; you are free
from all human worries and
problems. So you can, as you
do, serve Allah devotedly and
sing his Praises night and day.
But how can we?” But it could
not be like that if the Prophet
was human.He could assure
them at once by telling them: “1
also feel hunger and thirst and
need food and drink like you. I
also have my children and
family to look after; I fall sick
and one day I, too, will die.
Nevertheless, I obey Allah and
recite His Praises. If I can do
so, why can’t you?” This would
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. an
convince the people and they
would have no excuse for not
listening to him.

11. Noah,The Prophet

Allah decided to send down
Noah as His Apostle to
mankind. There lived many rich
and powerful men among the
people in whom he was raised
up. But, it was Noah whom
Allah chose for Apostleship for
He knew best who was most
suited for the task and could
bear the burden of his mission
and carry out his duties better
than the rest,

Noah was a noble and righteous
man. He was wise and affable,
affectionate and sincere, honest
and trustworthy. So Allah chose
him for Apostleship and
inspired him with these words,
“Do thou warn thy people
before there comes to them a
grievous penalty.” And he got
up among the people to declare,
“0O my people, [ am to you a
Warner, plain and simple.”

12. People’s Reply

On hearing Noah say that he
was a plain and simple Warner
to them from God, the people
were shocked. “0,” they
exclaimed, “Since when has he
become a Prophet? Till
yesterday be was one of us and
today he declares that he is an
Apostle of God.”
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Noah’s friends said, “He was
our playmate during the
childhood days. Almost every
day he has sat and chatted with
us. When it was that the mantle
of Apostieship feil upon him, in
the dark of the night or in the
light of day?” The rich and the
haughty ones said, “Did Allah
have nobody else for the
purpose? Were all of us dead
that He chose a poor man like
him out of the whole tribe?”
The ignorant and the foolish
said, “He is no more than a
mortal like ourselves. If Allah
had desired to send down a
Messenger He must have
chosen an angel.” “Never have
we heard of such a thing as he
says to have happened to our
ancestors of old,” they added.
Some again explained, “Noah
‘ants to achieve chieftainship

and fame by means of it.”

13. Face to Face

People thought idol-worship to
be the most correct thing to do.
They supposed that the
non-idolaters were in the
wrong, that they had gone
astray. “Our fathers worshiped
idols,” they remarked. “So why
should we not, and why should
not Noah too?” But Noah
thought otherwise. He believed
that idolatry was a great
mistake, a gross transgression
and an act of lunacy. The
ancestors who worshiped idols
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were wrong and ignorant. He
held that Adam, their
progenitor, was not an idolater;
he worshiped no one besides
Allah. Those of their
forefathers, who had taken up
idols in place of Allah-Who bad
created them and blessed them
with life-were very foolish to
have done so. So he called out
to them, “O my people, worship
Allah, ve have no other God but
Him.

[ fear for you the punishment of
a dreadful day.” “Ah,” the
leaders of his community
exclaimed “We see that you
have gone out of your head,”

Noah replied, “O my people,
there is nothing wrong with my

‘head. On the contrary, [ am an

Apostle from the Lord, the
Cherish er of the Worlds. 1 but
fulfill towards you the mission
of my Lord. Sincere is my
advice to you, and I know from
Allah something that you know

»”

not

14, “It is the Meanest
That Follow Thee”

'Noah tried his best to persuade

the people to have faith in him
and to accept his message
which was that they worshiped
Allah alone and gave up the
idols. But only a few listened to
him. These were drawn from
men who had to work hard for
their living and ate only what
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they lawfully eamed.

As for the rich and the wealthy
their arrogance prevented them
from being among his
followers. Their wealthdand
children came in the way of
their thinking about the
Hereafter. “We are the noble
bom?” they said. “And they are
mean. Shall we believe in thee
when it is only the meanest that
follow thee?” they said to Noah
when he approached them
again.

They told Noah to drive the
poor and the meek ones away.
But he declined and said, “I am
not to drive away those who
believe. My position is not that
of King. 1 have been sent only
to wam openly and plainly.”
Noah knew that the poor and
the meek were faithful and
sincere in their belief. Allah
would surely be angry-if he
drove them away, and then
nobody could help him against
Allah. “O my people,” he
replied to the haughty critics.
“Who will help me against
Allah if [ drove them away?”

15. The Argument of
the Rich

The rich people sometimes said
that what Noah called them to
was neither right nor good
because, so did they argue, “It
is our experience that whenever
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there is an addition to the good
things of life we are always the
first to enjoy it. We are the first
to get dainty foods and fancy
dresses. The rest are merely the
beaters of our track. Nothing
good or worthwhile comes in
the town without our having the
lion’s share of it. Had this
religion been something really
nice it must have reached us
before the common people and
they would never have stolen a
march over us in this matter
also.”

16. Noah Delivers a
Long Sermon
Noah, however, was not
dismayed. He kept on
admonishing them with
goodwill. He tried his level best
and did everything that was
possible. In the end he wamed
he said,
“I am to you a Warner. My

them. “O my people,”

warning is plain and simple,
that you should worship Allah,
fear Him and obey me, so that
He may forgive you your sins
and give you respite for a stated
term. When the term fixed by
Allah expires it cannot be
extended, if ye onty knew,”

It has already been seen that
Allah had held back the rain
from them. He was angry with
them. The agricultural crops
had become poor and birthrate
had fallen low. So Noah
informed them. “O my people,
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if you accept the [aith Allah
will be pleased with you and
the punishment will end. He
willjsend down the rain upon
you and cause your crops and

children to prosper.”

Noah reminded them of Allah.
“Have ‘'you forgotten Allah?” he
asked. “Do you not know Him?
His signs are all around you: do
you not see them? The earth
and the sky, the sun and the
moon: Who is it that created the
heavens and set the brilliant
moen in them, and the blazing
sun like a lamp? Who is it that
brought you to life and spread
the earth to serve as a floor for
you?” But Noah'’s tribe did not
understand; they had not the
good sense to believe. They
thrust their fingers in their ears
whenever he preached to them,
and how can one follow whom
one refuses to listen to?

17. Noah Cries out to Allah

Noah had left no stone
upturned. He had been striving
hard for a long, long time. He
had been living among them for
a bare fifty short of a thousand
years, calling them to Allzh.
But the people still paidsno
heed to him. They did not give
up idolatry and set their faces
towards Allah. How long would
Noah be waiting? How long
would he endure the world
being corrupted and the stones

~worshiped? He could not

indefinitely forbear with men
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who nourished themselves with
Allah’s provisions and yet
worshiped others than Him.
Would he not be angry with this
state of affairs? He had already
borne much more than anyone
could ever be expected to bear.
He had put up with all the
injustices of Paganish disbelief
for as many as nine hundred
years and fifty. It was now
revealed to him by Allah, “No
one of your folk will believe
save him who has accepted the
faith already.” Noah’s people
themselves had said to him
once after he had been
preaching to them for all those
long years, “O Noah, you have
argued and multiplied your

“arguments with us; now bring

upon us the punishment with
which you threaten us if you are
of the truthful.” Noah now had
grown very angry-angry for
Allah’s sake; he had become
thoroughly disgusted with his
people He prayed to Allah, “O
Allah! These unbelievers do not
deserve leniency anymore;
destroy them to the last.”

18. The Ark

Allah listened to his prayer and
decided to destroy them by
drowning. Noah and his
followers were, of course, to be
saved. Allah commanded him
to build a large ark and,
promptly, he took up the work.

To see him working at it was a
sport to the unbelievers. “What
is it, O Noah?” they would
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scoff at him. “Since when have
you become a carpenter? We
had told you to part company
with the lowly ones, but you did
not listen to us. You kept
company with the carpenters
and blacksmiths-and now you
too have become one of them!’

Sometimes they would ridicule

him thus, ‘On what- will the ark

sail, Q Noah--on the sandy
plains? Or will it mount upon
the hill? All that you do is odd!
The sea is too far from here.
Will the Jinn drag the ark to it
or the oxen?”.

Noah heard patiently all this
nonsense and ignored it. He had
borne much more aiready.
Sometimes he would say to
them, “You may mock at us,
but we will go on building the
ark in spite of you.”

19. The Deluge

Allah’s commandment was
carried out and, then, there was

no recourse but to Allah! O for -

His refuge! But where did it
lay! Not a patch of earth was
left without water! It rained and

rained as if the sky had turned

into a sieve. The earth too
opened up its water-Seservoirs
In fine, the water rose aid rose
till it surrounded the people
from all sides. Allah had
commanded Noah by
inspiration, “Take the believers
among your people and of your
family in the Ark with you.” He
had also inspired him to take a
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pair, 2 male and a female, of
each kind of bird and animal
with him. For the flood had
engulfed the world from which
neither man nor beast could
escape.Noah did as he was
commanded. He took with him
on the Ark those who believed
among his people and in his
family and a pair of each kind
of bird and animal. The Ark
floated with its occupants on
the high waves towering up like
the mountains. The people had
climbed over the hillocks and
high places to save themselves
from Allah’s punishment. But
no running away from the
punishment was there except
running back to God Himself!

20. Noah’s Son

Among the unbelievers was one
of Noah’s own sons. Seeing
him marooned in the flood,
Noah called out to him, “O my
son come with us in the Ark
and be not with the

unbelievers.” “I will betake

‘myself to some mountain,” the

son replied. “It will save me
from the flood.” Noah said,
“Today nothing can save
anyone from the wrath of Allah
except those on whom He hath
mercy.” And the waves came in
between Noah and his son and
the son was among those who
were swept away and drowned.

Noah naturally was very sad for
his son. He wanted his son to
be-saved from.the fire of Hell in
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the Hereafter, if he could not be
rescued from the water of the
flood. No.doubt, the fire of the
Hell is far more dreadful a thiﬁg
than the water of the flood and
the torture of the Hereafter is,
really, much too sevére.
Moreover, Allah had promised
him to spare his houschold. His
promise, surely, is true. He,
therefore, tried to intercede
with Allah for the sake of his
so1.

21.“He is not of thy

family”
So, Noah called out to his Lord
and said, “Surely, my son is of
my family and your promise is
true. You are more just than alt
the judges of the world.”
But Allah does not see kinship;
He sees only one’s deeds. To
associate partners to Allah
being the gravest of all
misdeeds, He does not accept
intercession on behalf of those
who are guilty of it
Allah, then, spoke to him thus,
“O Noah, he is not of your
family for his conduct is of the
unrighteous. So ask not of me
for that of which you have no
knowledge. I give thee counsel,
so that ye may not be among
the ignorant,” -
Noah received the admonition
with humility and begged for
Divine forgiveness. He offered
penitence. “O my Lord,” said
he, “I do seek refuge with Thee
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lest I ask Thee for that of which
I have no knowledge. And
unless Thou forgivest me and
hath mercy on me 1 will verily
be among the lost.”

22. After the Deluge

Allah’s will having been done
and the unbelievers drowned to
death, the sky cleared up, the
rain ceased and the water
receded or was absorbed into
the earth. '

The Ark came to a halt upon
the mount of Judi and the word
went forth, “Away- with those
who do wrong.” “O Neah,”
again the Word of God came.
“Come down from the Ark with
peace from Us.” Noah and the
others in the Ark got down
from it and began to walk on

" the land with peace and safety.

The unbelievers among Noah'’s
community were wiped out, one
and all, and neither the sky shed
a tear for them nor the earth.
Allah now bestowed prosperity
and abundance on Noah's
children. They spread over the
earth and filled it here, there
and everywhere. So much did
they prosper that prophets and
kings were born among them.
Peace be on Noah and
Salutations to him,
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THE TEMPEST
1. After Noah

After Noah, Allah bestowed
abundance and prosperity on
his children and they spread far gy JES »at

and wide. Out of them rose up a
community called, by the name
of Ad. They were a strong and
healthy people; their bodies as
if of iron. They always got the
better of the others. The rest of
mankind was inferior to them in
strength as well as in wealth. So
everyone feared the Ad and the
Ad feared no one. Allah had
blessed them with abundance in
all their possessions; their
valleys were rich with camels
and sheep. When their cattle
issued forth into the meadows
they made a beautiful sight.

Vast plains abounded with -

companies of horses which
presented a glorious spectacle
as they ambled towards the
battlefields. Their houses were
full of children. How lovely did
they look when they came out
of their homes at day-break
laughing and playing! The land
of the Ad was beautiful as well
as fertile. It contained gardens,
fruit orchards and delightful
Springs.

2. The Ad’s Ingratitude

But the Ad were not grateful to
Allah for His bounties. They
had drawn no lessons from the
terrible calamity of the Deluge
whose story they had heard
from their fore-fathers and the
ravages of which could be seen
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on the earth. They cared not to
think why had the Deluge been
sent to Noah’s people and to
profit by it.

Like Noah’s people they also
began to practice idolatry. They
carved idols out of stones with
their own hands and then
bowed down to them in
‘their
supplications to them and

adoration made

offered sacrifices.

They led their life totally in the
foot-steps of Noah’s people.
Their wisdom did not hold
them back from idolatry nor did
it show them the right path.
Wise as they were in worldly
affairs, they were extremely,
foolish- where faith was
concerned.

3. Height of Transgression
The strength and prosperity of
the Ad had become a plague to
them. They were devoid of faith
in Allah and the Hereafter and,

when that was the case, what

was there to stop them from
being tyrannical and unjust?
Why would they not oppress
the weak when they thought
that there was no one greater
and mightier than themselves
and there dwelt no fear of
Divine punishment
retribution in their hearts?

They were very much like the
beasts among which the big
oppress the small, and the
strong devour the weak. When

or

‘aroused with .anger they
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‘behaved like an enraged

elephant which crushes down
and destroys everything that
comes in its way In war they
plundered the fields and
slaughtered the children. As
they entered some country they
played havoc with it and made
the noblest of its people the
meanest. The poor and the
weak lived in constant terror
and were always eager to run
away from them. Their power
and strength had proved to be a
great curse for themselves as
well as for others. And this,
indeed, is the case with-all
those who bear not faith in
Allah and the Hereafter.

4. Building Mania
The Ad seemed to have no
other object in life than the
pursuit of sensuous pleasures
and the construction of huge
mansions. They competed
tirelessly with each other in
these respects. Every one tried
to build a palace higher and
bigger than everyone else. They
spent their money recklessly on

“bricks and mortar. No empty

space ever came to their sight
upon which they did not build a
palatial building as if they were
to live in it forever arid had
never to die., They built
mansions after mansions
without need or purpose while
the bulk of the people went
naked and hungry. Their castles
often remained vacant while the

poor among them did not have-

a proper roof over their heads.
Anyone who saw them and
their tastles-and their manhe of
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living would have felt that they
had absolutely no faith in the
life to come.

5. The Prophet Hud

Allah, by His grace, willed to
send down a Prophet to the Ad.
He does not like infidelity on
the part of His slaves nor is He
pleased with corruption
reigning supreme on the earth.
The Ad made use of their
intellects only in such matters
as eating, drinking,
entertainment and architecture,
Their minds had become
perverted. They functioned very
well where the worldly affairs
were concerned but when it
came to religion they got
suddeniy paralyzed.That was
why Allah decided to raise up a
Prophet among them, who may
reform them and lead them
back to Him. It was also His
wish that the Prophet should be
one of them whom they would
have known thoroughly and
whose speech they could
understand without difficulty.
Hud, peace be on him, was to
be the Prophet. He came from a
distinguished family of the Ad
and had been brought up to be
wise and righteous.

6. Hud Proclaims the Truth
Hud rose up among his people

to give them the Divir;1e Call.
“0O my people,” he said. -

“Worship Allah; you have no
other God but Him. O my
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peop}e, on what account do you

worship the stones and not the
One who created you and gave
you life. O my people, the idols
are nothing but the stones you
had carved yesterday; how can
they become gods today that
you worship them? It is none
but Allah who created you,
gave you life and sustained you.
It is He that blessed you with
wealth and children, granted
abundance to your crops and
gave you your\ mental and
physical powers so that you
have become today the
successors and representatives
of the Noah’s tribe. These
favours and gifts of Allah imply
that you worship none but Him.
Is it not that a dog to which you
throw a bone follows you like a
slave? Have you ever seen a
dog parting with his master and
following somebody else?
Leaving alone the dog, have
you ever seen any animal
worshiping a stone or bowing
down before an idol? Is man,
then, more degraded and mean
than an animal? Or is it the
reverse of it?”

7. People’s Reply
The people; who were
engrossed in the pleasures of
life, in eating and drinking and

being merry and had become

content with this temporal life,

felt very cross at Hud’s
proclamation. In wonder they
asked each other. “What does
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Hid say? What does he want?
We could make nothing of his
speech;” “Only a fool or a
knave!” was the udgement they
passed. The nobility of the
people remarked when Hud
approached it again. ‘Ah! we
see you are an imbecile and we
are sure you are also a liar.” “O
my people,” Hud replied. “T am
no imbecile, but an Apostle
from the Lord, the Cher@shcr of
the Worlds. I but fulfill towards
you the duties of my Lord’s
mission. I am to you a sincere
and truthful adviser.”

8. More Preaching

Hud did not cease to admonish

people and to preach them with-

kindness, patience and wisdom.
“O my people,” he urged. “Till
yesterday, 1 was your brother
and one of your friends. Do you
not know me? O my brethren!
What are you afraid of and why
do you run away from me? I
will not, in the least, reduce
your wealth. O my people! I ask
from you no reward for my
services; my reward is solely
with Him who created me. My
people! what fear holds you

back from believing n Allah.
‘Upon my word, you will lose

none of your wealth and riches
if you accepted this belief. On

" the other hand, He will bestow
‘abundance on your wealth and

possessions and increase your
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“Well, you wonder at my
Apostleship. But, why? Do you
expect Allah to talk directly to
each and every person? Indeed,
it cannot be. He does not
address everyone individually
to say, ‘Do this and don’t do
that,” To every nation He sends
down a man belonging to it
through whom He speaks. For
sure, He has sent me down to
speak to you and to admonish
you, Do you wonder that there
has come to you a message
from your Lord through a man

.of your own tnibe?”

9, Hud’s Perseverance

and Trust in Allah

The Ad did not know what to
say to Hud. They had no
answer, In their confusion they
said, “Our gods are very angry
with you. Some disease has

‘affected your mind and, no

doubt, some calamity has been
inflicted on you by our gods.
“Hud at- first laughed and then
he said very plainly, “Your
gods, these idols! They are but
stones that can do no good or
harm to anyone. They can
neither speak nor hear nor see.
No power for gain or loss do
they have in their hands.” Hud
went on in anger. ‘They do not
have even as much power to do
good- or harm as you have for
you are men and possess the
facilities of moving about,
speaking, hearing and seeing.
But even you can do me no
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harm or good. I have no faith in
your gods and I do not fear
them at all. I declare myself free
from the sin of ascribing
partners to Allah. And I do not
fear you as well, so, you may
conspire against me as you
please. I put my trust in Allah,
the Lord of both you and me.
All and everything rests with
Him and lies in His hand; even
a leaf does not:fall down from a
tree but by His will,

10. Stubborn Obstinacy
But, alas! all these speeches fell
on deaf ears. They failed to
move their hearts. The Ad did
not accept the faith, Hud’s

arguments and admonitions
were lost upon them. “O Hud,”

they said, “You have no sign or
proof with you. We are not
prepared to leave our long
cherished gods because of your
strange sermons. Do we
abandon the gods which our
forefathers worshipped only for
a tale of some teller. Never!
never can it be!”

“Q Hud,” they said further.
“You do not believe in our gods
nor do you fear them, We also
do not believe in or fear your
God, nor are we afraid of His
punishment about which you
talk so often. Bring down the
punishment now; we are
waiting for it. Where is it? And
when would it come?” *“The
knowledge,” Hid replied, “of
when wilL it come is only with

Allah. I am but a plain Warner.”
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“Well,” they said, “We are
looking for the punishment and
are very eager to see it,” Hud
was greatly astonished at their
blasphemy and very much
saddened by their stupidity.

11. The Irony of Fate

It was the time when the Ad
had a greater need of rain.
Every day they scanned the sky
but could see no patch of cloud
in it. Then one day they saw a
dark heavy cloud moving
towards them; and, of course,
they feit very happy. They cried
out, “Here are the ciouds! here
are the clouds-to give us the
rain! to give us the rain!* They
danced with joy and hailed one
another, “The rain-cloud! the
rain-cloud!” they said. But Hid

knew that the cloud was an

irony of fate. It was bringing
hot rain but punishment. So he
made them know. “This cloud
is not of Allah’s grace; hay! it is
a wind loaded with dreadful
recompense.” And so it came to
be. There blew such a furious
wind as the people bad never
seen or heard of in lives. It
raged like a terrible storm, and
what a mighty devastation did it
cause It uprooted trees, pulled
down houses and swept away
the cattle.

The sand of the desert flew up
to the sky and hung there like a
blanket causing darkness
everywhere so that nothing
could be seen. The people were
filled with terror. They ran into
their houses and shut the doors
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upon themselves.

The children clang to their
mothers and the men to the
walls of the innermost cells of
their homes. The children cried,
the women screamed and men
called out as loud as they could
for help. But where from the
help Destiny seemed to shout
back to them. “This day
nothing can save you from the
Will of Allah.” The horrible
calamity continued for eight
days and seven nights. When it
came to an end there was
nothing to be seen anywhere
but death and destruction. The
entire population had been
wiped out. Dead bodies of men
lay on the ground like uprooted
palm-trees. What a strange and

awe-inspiring scene it was!

People lay dead and vultures
preyed on them; houses had
turned into ruins and become
the haunts of the owls.

Hud and the believers were
saved from the clutches of
death due to their faith. The Ad
were destroyed because of their
infidelity and arrogance.

“Ah! Behold! the Ad rejected
their Lord and Cherisher. Ah!
Behold! Removed from sight
were ‘Ad, the people of Hud”
(Quran 11: 60)
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Thamud succeeded the ‘Ad as

the ‘Ad had succeeded the

community of Noah. They, tog,
followed in the footsteps of the
‘Ad as the ‘Ad had followed in
the footsteps of Noah’s tribe.
Thamud’s land also was rich
and beautiful, full of lovely
groves and orchards, with
sparkling streams flowing
under them. The Thamud were
not at all behind the *Ad in their
fondness for magnificent
buildings, in prosperity, and in
the richness of their crops and
the abundance of fruit

They even excelled the ‘Ad in
ingenuity and skill. They
designed spacious and lovely
houses out of the Rocky
Mountains and made
miraculous carvings on stones.
In their hands the stone had
become soft and docile as if it

- was wax. Anyone who visited

their town was-struck with
wonder. He saw huge palaces
jutting out of the earth like tiny
mountains, as if they had been
built by the Jinn. On the walls
of the palaces there were carved
such beautiful patterns of

flowers that it seemed that the

flowers were real and had been
brought to life by the spring.
Allah, indeed, had showered
upon them the bounties of the
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heavens and the earth. He had
opened the doors of all His
Graces upon them. The sky was
generous to them with the rain,
the earth with its crops and
grains, and the gardens with
their fruits and flowers. They
had abundance of food and
enjoyed long spans of life by
the grace of Allah.

2. Thamud’s Thanklessness

But, what a pity! All the Divine
gifts and bounties could not
teach them to be grateful to
Allah and to worship Him.
Rather, these led them to
arrogance and infidelity. The
Thamud forgot Allah and
became vainglorious. “Is there
anybody superior to and
stronger than us?” they
boastfully asked. They felt as if
they had never to die. They
believed that nothing could take
away from them their palaces
and orchards and death could
not enter their mourtain
palaces. They supposed that
Noah’s tribe was drowned
because it lived in the valley
and the ‘Ad were destroyed by
the storm because they had
made their homes in the plains.
But, since they had acted wisely
and built their places in the
mountains they were secure
against death and destruction.

3. Idolatry

Bad enough as it was, they did
not stop at it. Going a step
ahead, they turned the stones
into idols and started
worshiping them in the same
way as the Noah’s tribe and the
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“Ad had dore. Allah, by His

Grace, had given them mastery
over stone but in their
foolishness they made
themselves slaves of it. He had
made them honourable and
blessed them with all sorts of
comforts and conveniences, but
they with their own hands had
debased themselves, and, with
it, they had debased the very
genus of mankind. Allah,
indeed does not do the least
injustice to men; it is men who
are unjust to themselves.The
Thamud debased themselves
and fell prostrate before the
very stones they had carved
with their own hands. Do the
mighty worship the weak?
Should the masters kneel down
before the slaves? But the
Thamud had fergotten Allah
and so they had forgotten
themselves  too. They had

~ wilfully neglected the worship

of Allah, so Allah made them
lowly enough to be ready to
worship even the stones.

4. Saleh, the Prophet

Allah decided to send down a
messenger to the Thamud as He
had done to Noah’s people and
to the ‘Ad. In His mercy He
does not want mankind to turn
away from Him, nor does He. *
like to see corruption on the
earth. Saleh, the Divine
Messenger, belonged to the
community of the Thamud. He
was of noble birth and had been
brought up in an atmosphere of
wisdom and righteousness.
From his childhood he was so
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very intelligent that people used
to point him out when they saw
him in the way and say “Here is
Saleh Here is Saleh!” They had
laid great hopes in him. “Soon
be will hold a high position,”
they would say among
themselves. They had expected
that Saleh would one day be
one of the richest and most
respected members of the
community with a palatial
building and gardens all around
it to live in. His father, too, had
dreamt the same dreams. He,
too, had hoped that his son, by
his skill and industry, would
earn great riches and become
famous in the community.
When Saleh will go out on his
horse with body-guards behind
him people will salute him and
talk among themselves thus,
“Do you know him? He is the
son of so and so. What a lucky
man is his father to have such a
son!” How happy would it
make him to hear them say so.

But Allah had destined.

something else. He had
destined for him the honour of
Apostleship, to make him His
messenger towards his people,
so that he might take them out

from darkness to light. Can

there be an honour greater than
this?
5. Saleh Preaches

Saleh stood up among his
people to give them the Divine

call “O my people”, said he,

“Worship Allah; you have no
other God but Him” ’
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The rich members of the
community, as is the rule
everywhere, were engaged- in
the pleasures of life, eating,
drinking and playing and
whiling away their time to no
purpose. They paid religious
homage to idols and believed in
no other God except them.
Saleh’s call, naturally, made
them very angry. They
haughtily inquired, “Who is
he?” “He is Saleh,” their
attendants told them, “What
does he say?” they asked. “He
says,” the attendants replied,
“Worship Allah because there is
no other God besides Him. It is
Allah who will bring you back
to life after death and reward or
punish you according to your
deeds on the earth. He says that
he is the Prophet of Allah raised
up among us to serve as His
Messenger.” The wealthy Lords
laughed when they heard it and
remarked, “Poor fellow! could
he be a Prophet? He possesses
no castle and no garden, how
can he then be a Prophet?”

6. The Propaganda of

the Rich

But the rich people saw that
men were gathering around
Saleh and feared that it could be
dangerous to their power, They,
as such, launched a vigorous
propaganda against Saleh

-among the common folk. “O

men,” they said, “This man is
no more than one like
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yourselves; he eats what you eat
and drinks what you drink. If
you obey but a man like
yourselves it is certain that you
will be lost.” “Does he not
promise,” they said, “that when
you die and return to the dust
you shall be raised again? Far,
very far from truth is what he
promises. There is nothing
beyond our life in this world;
we live and we will die and
shall never be brought back to
life again. He invents a lie
against God, but, we are not the
men to believe him.”

7. Hopes Mislaid

In fine, people, on the whole
did not believe Saleh nor did
they accept the faith. He
preached and admonished them
again and again and tried his
utmost to "dissuade them from
idol-worship. But, when he
preached to them they said, “O
dear Saleh, what has become of
you, so worthy and reasonable,
so promising and intelligent
you were till yesterday, We had
laid great hopes in you and
thought that soon you would
rise to be one of our greatest
and most honourable men. But,
alas, all our hopes have come to
nothing. Your friends and
childhood playmates who were
behind you in intelligence have
become wealthy and
honourable while you, Saleh,
have walked the way to
poverty.

“Pity be on yoiir father. No joy-
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has come to him from you. And
your poor mother! All her
pains have come to nothing”

Saleh had to hear this all. Hig

people laughed and scoffed at
him. They used to remark as he
passed 'by them, “May God
have mercy upon Saleh’s father;
his son has ruined himself.”

8. Saleh’s Goodwill and

Sincerity
But Saleh did not cease to have
goodwill for his people. He
continued to invite them
towards Allah with kindness
and wisdom. “O my brethern,”
he would say to them, “So you
think you are going to live here
in this world forever, residing
in these beautiful palaces of
yours, roaming about in the
gardens along the streams and
partaking of their fruit and
constructing huge mansions by
cutting the mountains?
‘1f it were so, why did your

fathers and grandfathers not
live forever? Why did they die?

My dear brethren, they, too, had :
their castles, gardens ?.nd"

streams. They, too, had built
houses in the rocks and lived u:n
them., K

“But all these did not save them
from death; they did not stand
them in good stead when the
appointed time came. The angel
of death had no difficulty in
making his way to them. You
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too will die in the same manner
and nothing will keep death
away from you. Then you will
have to answer about all these
bounties.” :

9. “I Seek from You No
Reward For It”

“0O my brethren,” Saleh would

go on, “Why do you run away
from me? What are you- afraid
of? I will not deprive you of
your wealth. I only offer you
advice and pass on to you the
message of my Lord. No reward
do 1 seek from you for it; my
reward is with the Lord of the
Worlds. Then, my dear brethren
why do you not believe me
when I am nothing but a friend
and well-wisher? Instead, you
believe in those who are cruel
to you and who usurp your
wealth and possessions, the
wicked men who practice foul
deeds and make the world more
polluted, what to speak of
reforming it.”

The people were at a loss to
give a suitable reply. “You are
only of those that are
bewitched!” they would simply
say in their bafflement. “You
are no more than a mere moral
like ourselves, Show us some
proof if you tell the truth.”

10. The She Camel
“What proof do you want?”

Saleh inquired from them. ‘If

”»

you are true,” they said,
“Produce a pregnant she-camel
out of this mountain for us to

ee.” What an odd demand it

‘réally was! They knew that the
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camels could not be given birth
to but by a she-camel. They
were not begotten by rocks and
mountains. So they were sure
that Saleh would be put off his
feet by the request and they
would thus get the upper hand.
But Saleh had too strong a faith

in the Lord to be distracted. He

was convinced that Allah was
the Almighty Creator, the
All-Powerful Being. Each and
every thing lay in His Hand.,
He, therefore, begged to Him
for the Sign; and lo! there
happened the impossible. A
pregnant she-carnel came out of
the rocky mountain and gave
birth to a baby camel before
their eyes. The people were
struck with amazement and
fear. But, what was even more
amazing was that they did not
still accept the faith with the
exception of a solitary
individual.

11. By Turns

“This is the she-camel created
by Allah,” Saleh said. “It is one
of His signs. You asked for it
and He has shown it, by His
Might and Power, for your
benefit. Now treat her with
respect and do no harm to her,
or'you shall be seized by a swift
penalty. “She will take her food
and drink from Allah’s earth on
which she will wander, You
will not have to provide for her
maintenance. God’s earth has
plenty of nourishment for her.”
This she-camel, however, was a
unique animal. She was so huge
and strong-looking that the
other cattle got frightened on
seeing her and ran away,
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S-3—3
Whenever she came to the
watering place to quench her
thirst the cattle which were
there fled away in fright. When
Saleh came to know of it he
made the following proposal to
the people. “Let us fix separate
days for the she-camel and your
cattle to come to the watering
place,” he said. One day may be
reserved for her and the next for
your cattle. In this way they all
will be able to drink the water
on their turn and there will be
no trouble.” And so it was
settled. The she-camel on its
turn went to the watering place
to quench her thirst and the
other cattle on their turn,

12. Open Transgression

But the pride of the Thamud
was injured by it and they felt
that they had been insulted.
They made up their minds to
break the arrangement. “Why
should not our cattle enjoy the
use of the watering place every
day?” They resolved to get nd
of her.

Saleh had clearly warned them
against doing any harm to the
animal, hut they did not take

“ heed of the warning. “Who will

kill the she- camel?” They
conferred among themselves.
“I” a man stood up and
declared. “I, t00,” said another.
The two ili-fated men went and
lay in wait for her. When the
she-camel came they killed her
with their arrows.
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When Saleh came to know that
the she- camel had been killed
he became very sad. He knew
by revelation from Allah that
Divine punishment was now
ready to strike his people.
“Make yourselves merry in your
homes for three days then there
will be your doom. Here is a
promise which will never turn
out to be false,” Saleh informed
his people. In the city of Saleh
there lived nine men who did
great mischief and spread
corruption on the earth. They
swore that they would
assassinate Saleh and his band
of followers at the dead of night
without telling anyone about it
and pretending ignorance when
the case would come up for
inquiry. “We will say that we
know nothing about the matter
when asked,” they resolved
among themselves.

But Allah let them do no harm
to Saleh and his followers. It
was neither before nor after the
third day, as Saleh had

informed, that the terrible -

punishment came upon them.
At the first break of the day,
they heard a strange sound and
then there was a mighty
earthquake a loud, piercing
sound that rent the hearts to
pieces and a violent, fearful
carthquake that razed the
mountain fortresses to the
ground. What a dreadful day,
indeed, it was for the Thamud.

The people, one and all, with

the sole exception of Saleh and

his followers were dead and the
city was reduced to a heap of
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S0
ruins Saleh and his followers
abandoned the ruined city and
moved away. What could they
do there?When he was
departing from the city, Saleh
looked at the dead bodies of his
people that lay everywhere and
said sorrowfully, “O my people,
I tendered to you good advice,
but you listened not to those
who wished you well.” Nothing
can be seen there today except
vacant, dilapidated fortresses
and ruined wells and springs-a
ghost of a town where not a
soul breathes. Once, the Last of
the Prophets, Prophet
Mohammad, Peace be on him,
happened to pass by the ruins of
Thamud while on his way to
Syria. On seeing them he
remarked to his companions,
“Do not enter the dwellings of
those who did injustice to
themselves lest you may be
seized with fear and start crying
at the thought of meeting the
same fate as they did.”

“Ah! Behold! for the Thamud
rejected their Lord and
Cherisher. Ah!.

Behold Removed from sight
were the Thamud.”

(Quran 11:68)
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